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Good evening!
I hope you are all well and were all able to enjoy some downtime together as a family this weekend. On a trip to the
supermarket over the weekend the children I saw were so excited as they told me all about their adventures in the snow on
Friday and about the snowmen they had made. Whilst snow can be a little tricky for us adults at times, it is also pretty magical
for the children too, so I hope you all managed to wrap up warm and have some fun outside together.
Here’s the update for the week -

School Update 18th January 2021
We have revised the organisation of school, in line with the updated risk assessment from the Council and the guidance for
schools, to keep our school community as safe as we can, and also to ensure we can offer children at home and school the
education they need.
To help us to continue to provide the right support to children learning at home and in school, and to ensure this is manageable
for staff, there have been some changes to our approach from today. There will now be a named teacher and support staff team
responsible for teaching each year group in school. There will also be a named teacher responsible for managing remote
learning in each year group to support families at home each week.

What will school look like this week for children in F2/Y1/Y2?
We now have one bubble per year group in main school - F2, Y1 and Y2. Each year group bubble will have a named class teacher
overseeing teaching in school each week. At the present time, we are fortunate to have capacity in our skilled support staff
team to be able to keep children of critical workers/vulnerable children in their own separate classroom spaces (rather than
merging both classes into one). By organising school in this way, we are following the DfE guidance to keep groups as small as
possible, and by using skilled support staff to oversee smaller groups (under the direction of a class teacher) we are in line with
guidance in the risk assessment from Sheffield Council.
By keeping the groups in school as small as possible, for as long as we are able to do so, we hope we can minimise risks to
children and staff. Although it requires more staff to work in school to be able to operate in this way, the staff team are
committed to do whatever they can to keep the children, and one another, as safe as possible as they continue to offer both
education and care. Therefore, drop off and collection arrangements for your child’s class can also remain the same for the
present time which we hope will continue to give consistency to the children in school.
The staff team delivering education to eligible children in school over the next two weeks will be F2 team - Miss Hughes, Mrs Lines/Mrs Ellis, Mrs Farnan, Mrs Pickering and Mrs Allsopp
Y1 team - Miss Dale, Mrs Kay, Mrs Wylie, Mrs Barker and Mrs Hibberd
Y2 team - Mrs Jordan, Mrs Dyche, Mrs Hunter, Mrs Briggs and Mrs Bettinson
If your child is in school but his/her class teacher is leading remote learning at times over the next 2 weeks, she will still be in
contact with you/your child as she will be working in school at times as well as delivering sessions on Zoom. Class teachers will
continue to work as a team to plan learning in F2/Y1/Y2 and a teacher will always oversee all learning in each year group.

What will remote learning look like this week for children in F2/Y1/Y2?

The government has now increased accountability for schools for the remote learning they provide to support the children who
are not eligible to attend school at the moment. For example, whilst schools may provide this in different ways, the expectation
is that schools provide 3 hours of home learning a day for children in Key Stage 1—Y1 and Y2 (...although we know that some
children may require less and some may need more, so this is not a ‘one size fits all’ model). We have also taken on board
feedback from parents who would like online sessions, and, therefore, this is the plan from this week….!
Children who are at home will now have a teacher who has time out of class Monday-Thursday and is able to support them over
the course of the week. The teachers overseeing remote learning at home over the next 2 weeks are F2 remote teacher - Miss Timmons
Y1 remote teacher - Mrs Hibberd
Y2 remote teachers - Mrs Briggs/Mrs Bettinson
If you are at home and already have a home learning routine that works for your family, please do not worry! You do not have
to change anything! These teachers will continue to upload learning onto Tapestry, but will just be uploading it the night before
in case there are any technical issues trying to upload it (Tapestry seems to be at its busiest first thing each morning!).
Teachers will now be following an improved remote learning plan (as sent to you on Friday), which includes leading live Zoom
sessions for children to help everyone at home stay connected! The suggested remote learning plan is very flexible and really is
only a suggestion of how learning may be structured. Please feel free to adapt this to meet your needs as a family and your
other commitments (for example, the times given are only suggestions as learning can be accessed at any point each day). It is
important to take care of yourself too as home learning can be challenging, so please get in touch if you need any help or advice.
We have also scheduled a question and answer session to support parents/carers each Monday, and also a weekly celebration
session for the children. Again, please do not worry if you are not able to log on to Zoom at your allocated time as this is an
optional extra we have added to try and help you.
If your child is not in school, and you cannot access Tapestry at home, please inform teachers as soon as possible so they can
support you by providing a paper learning pack each week.
We hope this approach will give our families at home more support, and that children at home will enjoy opportunities to stay
connected and learn with their friends. It will also enable us to continue to educate and care for the children of critical workers/
vulnerable children in school during this period of lockdown.

Additional remote learning sites for younger children
Sheffield City Council has put together a list of links to sites for home learning ideas if you would like to look into other sources of
support and ideas further. These are not to replace any remote learning put in place by our school, but are to provide some
extra help and activities should you need any.
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSHEFFIELD/bulletins/2b7681e

Other advice available in Sheffield for parents/carers
Advice for parents re children with sleep problems
http://www.sheffielddirectory.org.uk/kb5/sheffield/directory/advice.page?id=5uj4c05oMyY

Mental health and wellbeing
PE Challenge 2!
Here is the second fortnightly PE challenge for the children—to have fun as they get fit! Here is the challenge :


Can you do 50 frog jumps in 1 minute?

Some children and young people may be experiencing feelings such as anxiety, stress or low mood as a result of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak and the recent change in circumstances.
We will continue to offer pastoral support to pupils both working remotely and in school. If you have any concerns, please contact your teacher in the first instance or a member of our Inclusion Team—Jo Lomas has just returned from Maternity Leave and
will working on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
There are also online resources available to help you and your child with mental health and wellbeing, including:


MindEd, a free educational resource from Health Education England on children and young people’s mental health;



Every Mind Matters, which includes an online tool and email journey to support everyone to feel more confident in
taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing.

Public Health England's advice and guidance for parents and professionals on supporting children’s and young people's mental
health and wellbeing includes key actions you can take to support your child, such as advising on safe ways to connect with
friends. It also emphasises the importance of children continuing to remain fit and active and, wherever possible, having the 60
minutes of daily physical activity recommended by the Chief Medical Officers. Our sports coach, Rich, will be leading weekly
sessions for the children that we will share with you which we hope will help with this, in addition to Miss Maloney’s fortnightly
newsletter challenge (….and not forgetting Joe Wicks!).
Where further support is required, NHS mental health services remain open, and they have digital tools to enable them to
connect with people and provide support. Your GP is a great source of support for both children and parents/carers too.
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond service also provides support to children, young people and their families who aren’t currently
seeing a social worker or other agency, and who may be struggling to cope with the emotional impacts of Coronavirus. You can
access via the ‘See, Hear, Respond’ service self-referral webpage or Freephone 0800 151 7015.

What if I have a safeguarding concern about a child?
It is vital to report any safeguarding concerns you have about any child or young person to the Sheffield Safeguarding Hub on
0114 273 4855, 8.45am to 5.15pm (Monday to Thursday) and 8.45am to 4.45pm on Fridays (at all other times, including Bank
Holidays, calls will be responded to by the Emergency Duty Service). You can also contact one of our safeguarding team in school
hours—Mrs Bestall, Miss Hughes or Mrs Lomas - if you cannot contact us at school in person, you must report your concern to
the Safeguarding Hub directly to ensure your concern is passed on to help protect children from the risk of harm.

The Sheffield Safeguarding Hub - 0114 273 4855

If a child or young person is in immediate danger, contact the police on 999.
Thank you for your support so far this term - I cannot believe we are only 2 weeks into the new term! Parents at home... thank
you! You’re doing brilliantly staying safe and supporting home learning. Parents of children in school....thank you too for your
support and only accessing a place when you need one. There is a letter attached that we have been asked to share with our
critical worker parents regarding only accessing a school place when needed as attendance is higher across the city, although we
know we have your support with this already, so thank you! As ever, we are here to support you when you need us to attend
work, and we thank you for your continued support .
Stay safe and take care.
Kindest regards,

Paula Bestall

