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Big Jubilee Lunch Day
and celebrations in
school and nursery—
3pm Y1 Encanto Song children to wear party
clothes for a royal
and Dance After
celebration (and/or
School Club
red/white/blue theme)

Y2 SATS—completed
this week

Y1 Big PE Day

What’s
Happening this
Week?

Y2 Big PE Day

Friday
SCHOOL CLOSED—
INSET DAY

Nursery Open
Morning at 11:30am
for parents/carers
who are considering
a nursery place.

3pm Y2 Multi-skills
After School Club

School Closed

School Closed

School Closed

School Closed

School Closed

And Next
Week ?

Dates for the diary


Queen’s Jubilee celebrations for the children in school and nursery will take place this
Thursday May 26th (see the final pages of the newsletter for a reminder!)

Attendance for the week ending 20th May
2022:
Class



Friday May 27th - INSET day (school closed) - staff will be attending training to
support positive behaviour and climate for learning, and will also completing training for
the new electronic ‘bump note’ system that we will be implementing after half term

Attendance (%)

Mrs Jordan

95.8



Half term holiday—28th May to 5th June

Mrs Hibberd

85.2



Mon 6th June— school closed due to day in lieu of the Queen’s Jubilee that falls in the

Miss Dale

93.6

Mrs Bettinson/Mrs Briggs

91.7

Miss Hughes/
Mrs Hipkin

91.1

Mrs Timmons

95.7

half term holiday

Overall attendance for the week was 92.2%



Wed 6th July - Sports Day (led by Sports Leaders from Westfield - times for each year group
TBC).



2022/23 INSET Days The INSET days for 2022/2023 have now been agreed. They are…
Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September 2022
Tuesday January 3rd 2023
Monday February 20th 2023
Friday May 26th 2023

Could we please ask that, if parents/carers need to cancel a Super Kids after school care booking, they
please let Jenette know in good time (tel. 2470564) so the place can be offered to another child.
Thank you

‘BUMP NOTES’ VIA EMAIL AFTER HALF-TERM
Re: First Aid Incident and Medication Administration Notifications
As you know from previous newsletters, we have decided to use a service called Medical Tracker. Medical Tracker is a system
that some schools use that not only allows us to inform parents/carers of first aid incidents and medication administration by
email (at the point it is recorded in school), but it also allows us to analyse the data we record.
Medical Tracker will be beneficial to you because:


We can record and track first aid incidents that involve your child;



We can record and track medication administration that involves your child;



You can be notified immediately after a first aid incident by email;



You can be notified immediately after medication has been administered by email.

Please be assured that Medical Tracker is registered with the Data Protection Registrar and guarantees that all information you
provide will be kept private and will not be passed on to any other organisation.
Emailed bump notes and medication administration notifications will be sent from donotreply@medicaltracker.co.uk. Please
add this address to your email address books (or approved sender list) to prevent messages from being blocked by your SPAM/
JUNK filters.
We will be using the new system for first aid incidents and medication administration notifications after the half-term
holiday. We will also continue to phone parents/carers to inform them of notable head bumps (as we do now) and any
other more serious injuries, but you will be notified about all other first aid incidents by email only, so please check your inbox
regularly.

Free Food Vouchers for May Spring Bank Holiday 2022
The Government Household Support Grant has been extended to assist with rising food and energy costs. Sheffield City
Council will be sending a £15 food voucher to 31,500 children and young people across the city for the May Spring Bank
holiday. A £15 food voucher will be sent to the following groups this week to help over the May Spring Bank Holiday:
•

Families who claim income based Free School Meals (FSM) or who get income assessed Early Years Support (2-4 yr olds)

•

Young people leaving their care setting (Care Leavers)

The Council has already sent the letters out which include the website link for Edenred and clear instructions on how to download the voucher. Parents/carers can get in touch with school in the first instance if they need help with downloading or
printing their vouchers.
Any child/young person that becomes eligible for a food voucher between 4th May 2022 – 29th May 2022 will be sent a
voucher letter w/c 30th May 2022.

Where can families get further help?
•
The FSM voucher helpline will be available on 0114 2734567, option 4, option 3, and can offer help to parents/carers
experiencing difficulties with e-Codes or with general FSM enquiries.
•
Parents/carers can also contact Edenred directly with an enquiry about an eCode or voucher at freeschoolmealsparentscarers@edenred.com or telephone 0333 400 5932.
If a parent/carer is facing financial hardship, there is free advice and support available at www.citizensadvicesheffield.org.uk or
call them on 0808 278 7820. You can also find further information about support at—www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/your-citycouncil/coronavirus-hub/support-for-people

As always, we are also here to help where we can too, so please come and see me.

'Walk to School Week'
A big ‘well done’ to everyone who was able to walk to school last week.
Here is a reminder of some more physical activity ideas on the NHS website that you may want to try out of school time—
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/activities/.

Road Safety
Thank you for driving slowly and safely on the roads outside school to help keep our children safe as they come and go to
school and nursery. Some of our children also need to cross the car park area with their parent/carer so please be careful on
this busy area of land.

Nursery News
There will be new arrangements for nursery drop off and pick up commencing after the half term holidays (when the office
building project is complete as this has also affected the area around the ramp up to nursery!). We are excited to invite our
parents/carers back up to the nursery building when you collect your child each day and we hope this will provide time for you
to speak to staff about how your children are settling in and progressing etc. The details are below and will start from the first
day back - Tuesday 7th June.
Morning Drop off (8.30am)
This routine will remain the same for nursery. Please wait in the playground next to the Y2 classroom. Nursery staff will come
and collect the children from you and walk them safely up to nursery.
If you are running late and the nursery staff have already left, please make your way up to the nursery building and a member
of staff will be there to greet you and take your child into nursery.
Morning Pick up (11.30am)
Please use the Station Road entrance to access the school. Please make your way up to the nursery building. You will be able
to come into the nursery to collect your child at the end of the nursery session.
Arriving for lunch (11.30am)
Please use the Station Road entrance to access the school and make your way up to the nursery building. A member of nursery
staff will be there to greet you and take your child into nursery for lunch.
Afternoon Drop off (12.30pm)
Please use the Station Road entrance to access the school and make your way up to the nursery building. A member of nursery
staff will be there to greet you and take your child into nursery.
Afternoon Pick up (3.30pm)
Please use the Station Road entrance to access the grounds after 3:15pm (as the Rotherham Road entrance will be locked) and
make your way up to the nursery building. You will be able to come into the nursery at 3:30pm to collect your child at the end
of the nursery session and can speak to your child’s Key Worker should you wish to.
NB—If you need to collect your child before 3.30pm, your child will be handed over to you at the nursery door as the nursery
children will still be in session.

Please note—the same familiar morning/after school routines remain in place for the rest of school, although we also look
forward to Mrs Jordan’s children being able to use their old door (or should I say new door!) from the yard again when the
office block is complete and set up! The new office block should be handed over to us w/c 6th June and, therefore, we are
hopeful that the need to enter through the back door of school and also the use of temporary toilets and office block etc.
will only be for the first week of the new half term. Fingers crossed...!
Thank you so much for your support during this building project :-)

Year 1 Phonics Screening week - w/c 6th June 2022
NB - Please inform a member of staff if you know that your Y1 child will be absent during screening week
Thank you to everyone who attended the Phonics Screening Check information session last week. If you were not able to join the meeting
and have a child in Y1, the information was also shared via Tapestry. Please find a few FAQs below!
1. What is the Year 1 Phonics Screening
The national Phonics Screening Check is a statutory assessment that was introduced in 2012 for all Year 1 pupils. It is a short assessment that
a child completes independently (on an individual basis with a trained member of staff) to ensure that children are making sufficient progress
in their phonics skills to read words and are on track to become fluent readers who can enjoy reading for pleasure and learning. It is
designed to give teachers and parents/carers information on how your child is progressing in phonics. It will help to identify whether your
child needs additional support in this early reading skill.
2 .What is in the Phonics Screening Check?
There are two sections in the 40-word Phonic Screening Check paper - half are real words and half are nonsense words which check a child’s
ability to decode words. Your child will be asked to read up to four words per page independently, and it takes around 5-10 minutes.
3.What does it check?
It checks that your child can:



Sound out and blend graphemes in order to read simple words;



Read phonically decodable one-syllable and two-syllable words, e.g. cat, sand, windmill;



Read a selection of nonsense words which are referred to as pseudo words.

4. What are Nonsense or Pseudo Words and why are they included?
These are words that are phonically decodable but are not actual words with an associated meaning e.g.
brip, snorb. Pseudo words are included in the check specifically to assess whether your child can decode a
word using phonics skills and not their memory. The pseudo words will be shown to your child with a picture of an alien. This not only makes the check a bit more fun, but provides the children with a context for
the nonsense word which is independent from any existing vocabulary they may have. Crucially, it does
not provide any clues, so your child has to be able to decode it. Children generally find nonsense (‘alien’)
words amusing and enjoy reading them!
5. Is there a Pass Mark?
Yes, although schools do not find this out until after Phonic Screening Check week. The check is not about passing or failing, but checking
that appropriate progress is being made. If children do not reach the required standard by the end of Y1, the teacher will be in touch to discuss plans and additional support for your child, and children who do not meet the pass mark will be able to re-sit the check in Y2.
6. What happens to the results?
The school will report your child’s results to you by the end of the Summer Term, as well as submitting results to the Local Authority.
7. Do all schools and children have to participate?
All maintained schools and academies in England must take part in the assessment. Y1 children will be completing the check w/c June 2022,
in addition to any Y2 children who did not meet the threshold of the test when they completed this in Dec 2021 (NB - the Phonics Screening
Check for our current Y2 pupils was postponed from June 2021 to Dec 2021 due to the pandemic).
There is a process in place for reviewing children who may have special educational needs and disabilities (SEND); if your child’s teacher and
headteacher thinks there are very special reasons related to your child and their needs that may mean the check is not appropriate, they will
decide on appropriate action and discuss this with you.
8. What can I do to support my child, including if they find decoding a word difficult?



Read often at home, practising the phonics and spellings shared by school



Say each sound in the word from left to right if they find it difficult to read. Next, blend the sounds by pointing to each letter
(for example, b/a/t/ in bat, s/igh/t in sight) as you say the sound, then run your finger under the whole word as you say it.



Talk about the meaning of the word if your child does not understand the word they have read.



Be positive and give lots of praise and encouragement :-)

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations at Halfway Nursery Infant School

On Thursday we are having our very own Jubilee Party Day. The
children and staff are welcome to wear party clothes fit for a
royal celebration, or, if you prefer, their usual clothes with a red/
white/blue theme (no fancy dress please).
We do hope to have this celebration outside (in ’street party’
style!) but, due to the temperamental, ever-changing British
weather, we have back up plans to ensure the children have a
fantastic day, whatever the weather! Taylor Shaw has also kindly
offered to do a special picnic/buffet style themed lunch for the
children on this day, in keeping with the theme (please note that
the sandwich choice will be cheese, ham or tuna on Thursday —
not egg as stated on the poster).
Due to the building work, the usable space in our school and on
the school grounds is limited (and, therefore, the number we are
safely able to accommodate on our site at the present time is also
limited for safety). Whilst this means that we are unable to
extend the invitation for parents/carers to attend large events
until the work has been completed, the children will all be
celebrating the Jubilee in style, and we have some lovely activities
planned on Thursday which we hope will create really special
memories for them. We will not let a little thing like a major
building project stop us from celebrating and having a party day
that is fit for royalty!

The Coronation Portrait winners (one per year group) will be announced on Thursday, and the winning entries will be
presented with a very special prize.
Thank you to Mrs Briggs, our Curriculum Lead for History, for organising this, and also a big thank you to all the adults who
bought a raffle ticket. The winning raffle tickets will also be picked on Thursday. Good luck!!

On a final note, The Joseph Stone Centre in Mosborough has been in touch to tell us that, to help us to mark the Jubilee, the
centre is donating a special commemorative item for each child in our school to keep (which will be delivered to us and
presented to the children after the half term holiday). This is so kind of them and is wonderful for our children —thank you!

Whatever you do to mark the Platinum Jubilee as a family over half term, have fun, stay safe, and celebrate in style!
With kindest regards,
Paula Bestall

NB—Please note that these local
events are not linked to school and
have not been organised by us.

