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 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

What’s 

Happening 

this Week? 

F2 Big PE Day 

 

 Meet the Y1 teachers 

ZOOM sessions 

Y1 Big PE Day 

Meet the Y2 teachers ZOOM 

sessions 

Y2 Big PE Day 

Fire engine and fire 

fighters visiting school 

And Next 

Week ? 

F2 Big PE Day 

 

 

Individual photos taken 

3.10—6.00 pm ZOOM 

parent/carer 

consultations 

Y1 Big PE Day Y2 Big PE Day  

School attendance figures 

Attendance for the week ending  24th  

September 2021: 

Overall attendance for the week was  95.2% 

Checking your child’s clothing 

Could we please ask parents/carers of children in nursery to check that the jumper/cardigans their children have 

brought home do belong to them.  We have had cases of clothing which has gone missing!  Children's names should 

be printed clearly on the labels inside the clothing! 

Parent/carer consultations (F2 and KS1) 

Links enabling you to book your parent/carer 

consultation discussion with your child’s 

teacher will be emailed to you in the next day 

or so—keep an eye on your inbox! 

Class Attendance (%) 

Enormous Crocodiles 96.4 

Crafty Chameleons 96.8   

Rainbow Fish 93.5 

Hungry Caterpillars 98.7 

Gruffalos 92.1 

Elmers 94.2 



 
 

Dear parents/carers 

After what may have been a stressful (and certainly wet!) journey to school for all of you this morning, the children quickly dried 

themselves off and got settled down to enjoy teaching and learning in no time at all.  We tried our best to equip them with dry 

items of clothing where needed and attempted to dry soggy footwear out on the windowsills in the sunshine, but please do 

check school shoes and bookbags tonight as some may need a little more airing after the torrential rain you may have got 

caught in this morning on the way to school!   

Here are a few notices for the week, along with a section on school attendance. 

Parent/Carer Consultations  

In line with recent advice to schools, meetings will continue to take place virtually wherever possible/appropriate.  Therefore, 

Parents' Consultations will also take place virtually again this term for safety (and also for your convenience too as we know many 

parents/carers reported that they found these appointments more accessible to attend when they were online last year!).       

Booking links will be emailed to you in the next day or so.  If you are not able to attend a virtual event, please do inform us so we 

can offer support as we would like all events to be accessible. 

Meet the Teacher sessions this week 

These are online sessions for KS1 parents/carers to hear about learning, timetables and expectations for your child's new year 

group (these will be led by teaching staff in each year group).  Zoom links have already been emailed to KS1 parents/carers. 

Fire engine and fire fighters visiting this week - Friday 1st October 

We feel really fortunate to have been offered a visit from a fire engine and fire fighters on Friday morning, and we are hoping that 

we will have time for all classes to visit the team on the school yard to find out about their role/s, equipment and also how to stay 

safe.  The visit will be dependent on whether or not the vehicle and crew are called to attend an emergency, but please ensure 

children wear warm (and waterproof if this morning was anything to go by!) clothing on Friday morning in preparation for our 

visitors in school. 

Attendance guidance for parents 

Thank you for arriving at school on time every day.  Starting good attendance and punctuality habits early (from the very first day 

your child attends nursery/foundation stage) really helps to support their social development as well as their learning and 

progress. 

To support the drive in improving attendance within the city, a new School Attendance Policy has been developed.  Please find 

some information relating to this for your reference below, along with a link to the council's website if you would like to find out 

more.   

If you would like advice, schools also have Local Authority Attendance and Inclusion Officers linked to support us to help children 

achieve good school attendance, so please contact me should you wish to speak to someone. 

Attendance and the Law 

The law states that parents/carers are responsible for ensuring that children receive a suitable, full time education between the 

ages of 5 and 16.   

Attendance legal processes have now restarted in Sheffield to address issues such as persistent absence to ensure that children are 

able to access learning on a regular basis. 



 
 

Absence guidance continued… 

Absence  

We know that most children will have some unavoidable absence from school from time to time, usually due to illness. 

If a child is too ill to attend, please contact school on the first morning of any absence, providing a reason for the absence, and 

keep in touch if your child cannot return to school quickly.  We are usually able to offer some advice on how long, if at all, your 

child should remain home where common childhood illnesses or infections are concerned e.g. chickenpox, so please contact the 

school office should you wish to find out any information. 

Wherever possible, please continue to make children’s appointments outside school times, particularly regular dental or medical 

appointments, and please note that schools may ask for supporting evidence for a child's absence e.g. appointment letter or 

confirmation that your child has been seen by a health professional before a medical absence is authorised.   

As you are aware, regular leave in term time for family holidays cannot be authorised, in line with Sheffield City Council policy, as 

term time holidays are not classed as an exceptional circumstance.  The council has also recently asked headteachers to request 

evidence from parents/carers when considering a term time holiday request i.e. why a holiday could not be taken during a school 

holiday period. 

Punctuality 

We know how hard everyone tries to ensure the children are here before the register each day, and punctuality across school is 

really good as a result.  Thank you for your support - we know how tricky mornings can be with traffic and dropping children off at 

different schools etc. but this really makes a difference to your child's learning.  A polite reminder please that, whilst being on time 

is important, it is better for a child to miss a small part of the day than the whole day (e.g. when the alarm clock fails to go off or 

you are running late), so please bring your child to school if this happens and we will always have a smile to greet them when they 

arrive. 

A few top tips! 

 Talk to your child about school and encourage them to attend. 

 Take a positive interest in your child's work, including homework. 

 Help your child get into a good night-time, sleep time, and morning routine. 

 Contact school on the first day your child is absent and discuss any concerns. 

 Stay in good contact with school. Attend parent/carer evenings/consultations and ask for other times to talk about your 

child if needed. 

 Book regular holidays in the school holidays and not term time wherever possible. 

 If your child is ill, help them to return to school as soon as possible. See NHS advice.  

 Book routine medical appointments after school or during the school holidays wherever possible.  Please note - we 

understand that some children may need to attend regular medical appointments due to their needs and work closely with 

families to offer our support. 

Would you like to know more about school attendance in Sheffield?   

Go to: 

https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/schools-childcare/attendance-guidance-parents?

utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term= 



 

 

Handwriting in our school 

 

In the summer of 2020 we took the decision to change our handwriting scheme. This decision was made for many reasons, 
including aligning our handwriting scheme with others within our Family of Schools incl. the Junior School. The handwriting 
style we shall be using is based on a semi-cursive style. It is simplistic, but very clear, and it does not have the ‘loops’ or ‘lead 
ins’ which were features of our previous more complex handwriting style.   

Here you can see some examples of the new handwriting: 

 

The children will be introduced to this in school and will be taught handwriting through ‘Handwriting families’, these are: 

The Straight Line Family: 
 
Letters based on a single vertical line.  

 



 
 
 

 

Handwriting continued… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheffield Parenting What’s On Guide 

Below you will find the Sheffield Parenting What’s On Guide.   This has details of a whole range of helpful events for parents/

carers—discussion groups, seminars and parenting programmes. 

 

With kind regards, 

 Paula Bestall  

(Headteacher) 

The Coathanger Family: 
Letters based on a c shape.  

 
 
The Bridge Family:        The Bridge Family continued:  
Letters with a vertical down stroke followed by a diagonal movement to the right. 

        
 
The Zig Zag Family: 

 

The Smile family: 

 

The Misfits! 

Letters that are unique and individual and do not fit with any other letter groups.  

 

As the children progress through school they will also be introduced to how these letters change and develop as they 
begin to join the letters. When this is introduced to your child we will provide you with updated guidance on hand-
writing to enable you to support this at home.  


























