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HALFWAY NURSERY INFANT SCHOOL 

Curriculum Policy 

 

 

‘The curriculum is a framework for setting out the aims of a programme of education, including the 

knowledge and understanding to be gained at each stage (intent); for translating that framework over time 

into a structure and narrative, within an institutional context (implementation) and for evaluating what 

knowledge and understanding pupils have gained against expectations (impact/achievement).’  

Sean Harford HMI 

 

 

Introduction 

Halfway Nursery Infant School is a unique place; it has an individual identity that combines traditional values 

with modern and vibrant vision - both in terms of the school premises and also the committed, forward 

thinking and dynamic learning community within it. 

At our school we are totally committed to the development of the whole child, and strive to offer each the 

best start to their formal education - an education that is rich in opportunities and experiences, and one 

that influences a lifelong love of learning. 

Vision and Aims 

Our vision statement - At the heart of all we do are our children. We would like them to enjoy their childhood 

and be valued for their individuality, culture and heritage.  We would like our children to go into the wider 

world as well rounded, happy, healthy and responsible citizens who care for the world and all the people 

who live in it.  We strive for every child to be aspirational and forward thinking in all they do, and remain life-

long learners who are reflective, resilient and adaptable to the challenges of life in the 21st century. 

 

As a school community we are CHILDREN centred and strive to - 

 

Care for the children we teach, challenge them to achieve their goals and celebrate their efforts and 

achievements. 

 

Harness an atmosphere of harmony, happiness and friendship throughout school. 

 

Inspire children through an innovative and creative curriculum which encompasses outstanding teaching. 

 

Learn together and work as a team. 

 

Develop high self-esteem and high expectations within every child. 

 

Respect the values and beliefs of every member of our learning community and the wider world. 

 

Engage, enthuse and excite children in a safe, but stimulating environment. 

 

Nurture the needs and talents of every single child to ensure they learn, succeed and achieve at Halfway 

Nursery Infant School! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Curriculum Intent and Rationale - What is it that we want for our children, and ‘Why this curriculum for these 

children at this time?’ 

 

Our vision and aims underpin our curriculum model. 

 

We ensure coverage of appropriate and clear objectives, linked to both national policy and our 

overarching vision and ethos.  Our curriculum follows the EYFS Foundation Stage 2021 and National 

Curriculum, and is planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been 

taught before and towards clearly defined end points, and that all aspects of statutory requirements are 

fully met.  It is rooted in the solid consensus of the school’s leaders about the knowledge and skills that pupils 

need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences in later life to address 

social disadvantage.     

 

Our curriculum also has breadth, depth and relevance, and develops a deep body of knowledge.  It also 

meets the needs of all pupils, and prepares them well for their next stage in their education. 

 

To us, the curriculum goes far beyond the statutory elements of the National Curriculum documentation, 

and involves enrichment opportunities that we want our children to experience to give them the best 

possible start to their education.  An important part of this incorporates spiritual, moral, social and cultural 

development (SMSC) and the active promotion of fundamental British values within our school. 

 

Our broad and balanced curriculum is a progressive model - sequences of learning and skills progressions in 

each subject ensure children have opportunities to develop accuracy and frequency, rehearse prior 

learning and retrieve information to commit learning from the working/short term memory to long term 

memory, and build upon their knowledge, skill and understanding.  Content is sequenced to ensure that 

components of knowledge lead to conceptual understanding, with opportunities for pupils to practise what 

they know so they can deepen their understanding. 

 

We have developed a more expansive approach to its delivery that ensures our children receive 

experiences and opportunities to develop their knowledge, skills and attributes in ways that ensure that 

learning is relevant and meaningful, including consideration for our local context and our pupils’ 

backgrounds.  For example, cross curricular and extra-curricular opportunities, including visitors/visits and 

indoor and outdoor learning opportunities, inspire and extend pupils’ knowledge and understanding and 

improve their language and independent learning skills in a range of areas.  We feel this helps to develop 

‘Cultural Capital’ (the essential knowledge that children need to be educated citizens and needed to 

prepare them for their future success). 

 

Our curriculum also actively promotes SMSC and the fundamental British values of democracy, rule of law, 

individual liberty, tolerance and mutual respect incl. respect for people of all faiths, races, genders, ages, 

disabilities and sexual orientation, and encourages parental engagement in learning. 

 

We believe children learn better when they are excited and actively engaged, and when they have a 

clear purpose for learning.  Quality first teaching and learning engages children and motivates and 

challenges them to demonstrate what they are capable of achieving.  When there is joy in what they are 

doing, they learn to love learning.  The curriculum at Halfway Nursery Infant School reflects this.   

 

 “Leaders think carefully about how the curriculum meets the needs of the pupils in the school. They have a 

clear curriculum vision that focuses on how the school’s curriculum will contribute to developing pupil 

characteristics for example being responsible citizens, being aspirational and forward-thinking, as well as 

being reflective and resilient learners”.   “The rich and varied curriculum fosters pupils’ spiritual, moral, social 

and cultural development throughout”.  “The breadth of the curriculum ensures that pupils are very well 

prepared for life in modern Britain”.  “Pupils enjoy a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum that provides 

them with enriching experiences to develop their interests, skills and knowledge across a wide array of 

subjects.” – Section 5 Ofsted inspection, March 2019 

 

 



 

 

 

We ensure that learning at Halfway Nursery Infant School is flexible, and broadens the aspirations, values 

and opportunities for every child as they grow and develop.  Our curriculum is constantly evolving to ensure 

that we are responding to a rapidly developing world around us, and that we are offering our children the 

best start to their lives as successful citizens in the 21st Century.  

 

Our school curriculum aims - 

 

TO DEVELOP A SENSE OF 

COMMUNITY 
To ensure children understand, value and feel part of the school 

community they are given opportunities to learn about the local, 

national and global community to become caring, confident, 

independent and responsible citizens. 

TO VALUE OTHERS’ BELIEFS To help children to appreciate their own beliefs and culture and to 

respect those of others.   Children will explore opportunities to learn 

about religion, music, art and traditions from a range of cultures and 

beliefs, thus giving them a greater awareness and appreciation of our 

multicultural society. 

TO BE HAPPY, SAFE AND 

HEALTHY 
To keep children safe in school so they feel confident enough to express 

themselves, take risks in their learning, effectively manage their 

feelings/actions and make appropriate choices.  Alongside this, children 

will be encouraged to lead healthy lifestyles and have a growing 

understanding of how to stay safe and well, both physically and 

emotionally. 

TO DEVELOP INDEPENDENCE 

AND RESILIENCE 
To offer challenge, enquiry and problem solving opportunities for 

children in order to allow them to build skills such as perseverance and 

resourcefulness, as well as deepen learning.  Children will be 

encouraged to develop independence and will be taught the skills 

needed to ensure they are flexible, resilient and adaptable learners 

ready for their lives in the 21st century. 

TO CONSERVE THE WORLD WE 

LIVE IN 
To appreciate all the wonders our beautiful world has to offer, to gain a 

greater knowledge of how to preserve what is special about the world 

we live in and how we can care for our world and protect it from harm 

for generations to come. 

TO LEARN TO WORK AS PART A 

TEAM 
To work collaboratively with other members of our school community to 

learn together and share knowledge and skills, and to value and 

respect the efforts and contributions others make to our lives.   

TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY 

WITH OTHERS 
To develop effective speaking and listening skills, underpinning the 

development of effective reading and writing skills, to enable them to 

communicate with others.  Children will also be supported to widen their 

use of vocabulary to support their learning and express their thoughts 

and feelings, forging and maintaining friendships with others in our 

school and the wider community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Curriculum Implementation - How is teaching and assessment fulfilling the intent? 

 

We implement the curriculum through this policy to ensure the expectations and agreed pedagogy around 

the intent, implementation and intended impact of our curriculum is clear, along with our child centred 

approach to ensure learning is personalised to meet the needs of our learners.  

 

The curriculum at Halfway Nursery Infant School is carried out through the use of an integrated, child 

centred and inclusive approach to teaching and learning.  From the Early Years Foundation Stage right 

through to Year 2, the children are taught through the use of an innovative, creative and exciting concept 

based approach which provides a wealth of opportunity and experience for the children to learn in a 

context which is interesting and relevant to them, but also one which ensures skills and knowledge are built 

progressively in all areas. 

 

EYFS 

In the Foundation Stage, staff use the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum documentation to plan 

stimulating, creative and engaging learning opportunities.  The curriculum and quality first teaching and 

learning ensure that progression in learning is made towards the Early Learning Goals by the end of EYFS.  

Key distinguishing features of our Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is the highly effective thematic 

approach which responds to children’s interests, and our strong belief and passion that children learn more 

effectively through play.  Hence, Halfway Nursery Infants operates a play based Foundation Stage 

curriculum which encompasses our dedication to active learning.  This too is reflected in our school’s vision 

to ensure that learning in the Foundation Stage takes place, not just in the confines of the classroom, but in 

the outside learning environment too.  All overarching concepts in the Foundation Stage include elements 

of: 

 

The 3 prime areas: 

 communication and language 

 physical development 

 personal, social and emotional development 

 

The 4 specific areas: 

 literacy 

 maths 

 understanding the world 

 expressive arts and design 

 

For more information regarding the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum, please see the Early Years 

Foundation Stage Policy. 

 

KS1 

In Key Stage 1, teachers use our skill progression documents, based on the KS1 National Curriculum, as their 

main reference for lesson objectives (also in line with end of KS1 expectations from the Teacher Assessment 

Frameworks).   

 

We have a distinctive and flexible concept based curriculum, built around the primary National Curriculum 

and its identified key areas of learning.  Teachers in Key Stage 1 incorporate the whole curriculum around 

one concept each half term.  Concepts both ensure full coverage of the curriculum over time, but are also 

inspired and shaped by the children wherever possible.  Each has key subject drivers to ensure coverage of 

the curriculum over the year/key stage, and breadth and depth in the key knowledge, skills and 

understanding required in the primary curriculum. 

 

In Key Stage 1 we teach English and Mathematics each day incl. phonics and reading sessions, and focus 

on the wider curriculum subjects each afternoon (though our timings are flexible), sometimes ‘blocking’ 

certain subjects to cover a unit discretely to ensure depth.  For example, it may be much more beneficial to 

teach a whole unit of Art and Design etc. in a series of afternoon sessions, rather than shorter and less 



 

 

frequent sessions over the course of a half term, to allow children to develop essential skills as breaks in 

learning can lead to a disjointed curriculum. 

 

Subjects taught in KS1 are - 

 

 English 

 Maths 

 Science 

 Physical Education 

 Computing 

 History 

 Geography 

 Art and Design 

 Design and Technology 

 Music 

 RE 

We also teach RSHE, PSHE and citizenship 

 

Please see Appendix 1 for our concept planning programme and Appendix 2 for an example of a skills 

progression document (please website for full information). 

 

 

 

Reading in the curriculum 

 

Reading is prioritised to allow pupils to access the full curriculum offer as it is one of the subjects regarded as 

a precondition of success across the curriculum, in addition to the development of mathematical fluency 

and confidence in maths.  

 

Every day each child will be engaged in – 

 

Speaking, listening, reading and writing activities which allow them to explore and practice their phonic 

knowledge, blending and segmenting skills independently 

An interactive multisensory phonics/SPAG session (for appropriate year groups) 

Shared reading and/or writing led by the teacher to demonstrate reading and writing strategies (including 

phonics) in a meaningful way 

Guided reading or a whole class reading session through our Reading for Inference approach 

A rich and regular story time 

 

We also offer 1:1 reading where possible and also independent reading sessions to ensure children have a 

rich reading diet. 

  

Our reading framework uses the national book bands, and the Phonics Bug synthetic phonics scheme we 

use gives children the opportunity to apply their phonics learning to phonetically decodable books.  We 

also have books from different schemes available in school for the children to apply their skills, including 

'real' picture books, Oxford Reading Tree, Project X etc.  

 

Phonics 

 

Phonics teaching is taught explicitly in our school.  Each day, all children in school receive a minimum of 20 

minutes direct phonics teaching where they learn about sound-spelling relationships.  Within this they play 

fun, active, fast paced games and undertake a range of activities with opportunities to segment and blend 

words and apply learned grapheme-phoneme relationships to their reading and also learning phonics rules. 

  

The school follows the Phonics Bug scheme to structure the daily phonics session. The Phonics Bug scheme 

aims to build children's speaking and listening skills in their own right as well as to prepare children for 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/2b8b5e_e7fc418e29c0498d9980fa4c582f91b5.pdf


 

 

learning to read by developing their phonic knowledge and skills. It sets out a detailed and systematic 

programme for teaching phonic skills and provides a clear skills progressions, with the aim of children 

becoming fluent readers by age seven.  This is also one of the DfE approved programmes. 

 

Multi-sensory methods such as actions for the phonemes are also used to help motivate and engage 

children, and help them commit learning to memory.  

 

Curriculum leadership and ownership 

 

Subject leaders at all levels have clear roles and responsibilities to carry out their role in curriculum design 

and delivery, such as overseeing knowledge/skill progression and sequencing of learning.  CPD helps to 

equip them with the knowledge, expertise and practical skills to design and implement a curriculum to 

ensure curriculum requirements and pupils’ learning needs are met.  Leaders ensure that interventions are 

appropriately delivered to enhance pupils’ capacity to access the full curriculum. 

 

Leaders ensure curriculum progression and depth, and curriculum mapping ensures sufficient coverage 

across the subject over time, and leaders at all levels, including governors, review and quality assure the 

curriculum to ensure that it is implemented sufficiently well, including effective distributed subject leadership. 

 

Child Progress and Assessment 

 

Assessments help to measure progress and attainment and shape future learning. 

 

The EYFS 2021 and National Curriculum 2014 makes expectations for all learning and attainment explicit to 

pupils, parents/carers, teachers, governors, employees and the public.  These frameworks establish national 

standards for the performances of all pupils in the stated subjects/key stages.  These standards enable 

schools to measure progress and attainment. 

 

The national standards and the criteria for each National Curriculum year group for each subject are used 

to measure performance and achievement.  These standards are also used to set targets for improvement, 

measure progress towards those targets, and monitor and compare performance between individuals, 

groups of children and other schools. 

 

Formal national assessments  

These are done at each stage of a child’s education:  

 

 Early Years Foundation Stage – Reception Baseline Assessments are completed for each child when 

they first start F2, and the Early Years Foundation Stage profile is completed during the Reception year, 

ending in July with a summary of the child’s achievements 

 

 Year 1 – The phonics screening check is completed in June each year and assesses the children’s ability 

to decode and read a list of 40 words. 20 of the words are pseudo words, and the rest are real words. 

 

 Key Stage 1 (Year 2) Standardised Assessment Tests in Reading and Maths, plus Teacher Assessment in 

Writing, Maths and Science.  TA judgements are submitted for these areas and also reported to 

parents/carers. 

 

In-school/ongoing assessments 

This comprises of 

 Continuous assessment - completed by the teachers in all year groups to determine whether a child 

has learned/achieved a particular concept. It helps determine the next stage in a child’s 

development. 

 Termly assessments - these are used to track progress though the National Curriculum year group 

attainment targets/EYFS stages of development. This summative assessment reflects knowledge, skills 

and understanding at a specific point in time (recorded across school using the PITA/Point in Time 



 

 

Assessment system). Teachers use this information to analyse gaps in learning and inform future 

teaching. 

 

Reporting to parents/carers- 

 Parents’ Evenings are held in the Autumn and Spring and Terms to discuss individual children’s progress 

 Annual Reports are sent to parents/carers at the end of the Summer Term, followed by an informal 

parent/carer consultation to discuss achievement, progress etc. 

 

(For further information see our school’s Assessment Policies etc.) 

 

Religious Education and Assembly 

 

The Education Act (1994) requires our school to provide a daily, corporate act of worship.  At Halfway 

Nursery Infant School, we undertake a daily act of worship/reflection with the children through either an in-

class assembly/circle time/reflection or a collective assembly with multiple classes together (where Covid 

restrictions have allowed this).  The School has no affiliation to any specific religious denomination.  Our acts 

of worship largely have a Christian ethos, but cover other faiths and include stories from other major world 

religions.  Halfway Infants has a fully integrated R.E. policy and follows the Sheffield City Council Agreed 

Syllabus.  Parents/carers wishing to withdraw their children should contact the Head teacher.  For further 

information, please see the school’s policy on Collective Worship. 

 

 

Educational Visits/Visitors 

 

We recognise visits/visitors are invaluable to gain first-hand experience linked to an area of study as it 

enriches learning and can bring learning to life.  We believe in extending the experience of our children 

wherever possible, and, therefore, we encourage visit/ors as often as possible.  In particular, we try to 

provide opportunities for sporting and creative activities so that each child has a range of experience, 

including live theatre, dance, poetry and music etc.  Where possible, the children also work with specialist 

PE coaches, science/STEM Outreach teachers and SEND specialists. 

 

Homework 

 

Homework is a crucial element of the Home/School partnership.  From the outset, it gives parents/carers the 

opportunity to support their children in their learning whilst enabling them to reinforce the learning covered 

at school.  There are varying age-appropriate tasks which are set, which include spellings, sharing reading 

books and wider curriculum work.   

 

Some of the work may be of an investigative nature, in which other members of the family may wish to 

become involved.  Parents/carers who support their children with homework tasks provide a powerful 

reinforcement of the status of School and of their child’s work and education.  

 

 

Entitlement 

 

Equal Opportunities 

 

Our broad, balanced and relevant curriculum enables all our pupils to 

develop their social, intellectual and physical potential as well as develop their 

moral and cultural knowledge and awareness of, and respect for, the beliefs 

and practices of other communities.  Our rich and exciting curriculum links very 

closely to the demands placed upon us by the Equalities Act and protecting 

the characteristics of age, disability, race, sex, gender reassignment, 

maternity/pregnancy, religion and belief, sexual orientation and marriage and 

Civil Partnership.  For example, we avoid stereotypes and gender bias, address 

discrimination and bias, promote respect, differentiate task to challenge and 



 

 

support, promote tolerance and understanding, and make every attempt to include all children in every 

area of the curriculum regardless of any disability etc. 

 

Our staff have high expectations and aspirations for all, and our nurturing and caring environment gives all 

pupils equal opportunities to succeed.  The curriculum secures for all pupils, irrespective of social 

background, culture, race, gender, differences in ability and disabilities, an entitlement to all areas of 

learning and the development of knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes. 

 

“The majority of pupils, including disadvantaged pupils and those pupils who have special educational 

needs and/or disabilities, make strong progress in reading, writing and mathematics. As a result, many 

pupils achieve standards above those expected for their age.” Ofsted 2018 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX 1 – VISION TO CURRICULUM MODEL 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

APPENDIX 2 

 

Example skills progression document 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

   



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
               

       



 

 

 



 

 

   
 


