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Dear parents/carers,
I hope you are all managing to stay safe and well as you continue to juggle the many commitments you have through the current
lockdown. You’re all doing a super job and we cannot thank you enough for your support as we continue to juggle the demands
in school too. Through all of it, your children continue to be an absolute delight and make us smile every day when we see them
on Zoom/in school, and when we see their lovely learning on Tapestry. What superstars!
We are a few weeks into lockdown now (Christmas now seems like a distant memory, and February is suddenly upon us! Where
did January go...?!) and the school community continues to be a brilliant source of support for others throughout.
For everything you are doing, thank you…

Prime Minister’s statement on the national lockdown position

Last week, the Prime Minister announced that it will not be possible for schools to resume face-to-face learning for all children
immediately after the February half-term. Instead, it is currently hoped that it may be safe to commence the reopening of
schools from Monday 8 March. This is in response to the national Public Health data, and pressure on NHS capacity. The
Government has said that schools and parents will be given at least two weeks’ notice to prepare for a return to face-to-face
education.
In the meantime, schools will remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical workers. All other pupils will
continue to receive remote education at home. This is in line with the wider national lockdown measures designed to help
minimise the spread of the virus and respond quickly to the new variant. We hope you are finding our remote learning offer
manageable at home. We have responded to any feedback we have received to make this as straight forward and easy to access
as possible for you and our young learners, but please let us know if we can help you with this further.
Education attendance restrictions will be reviewed by the Government again mid-February, and they will continue to use the
data to consider when it may be safe for more pupils to be brought back into schools. As ever, we will keep you informed,
although schools generally find out the plans by listening to the national announcements too!
Both the government and Sheffield City Council messages remain clear - critical workers should only bring their child/ren into
school where needed in order for them to attend work. We really do understand that many of our critical worker parent/carers
have to bring their children to school as they have no other childcare available at home. We will continue to support these
parents to attend work whilst aiming to offer a school environment which is as safe as possible in the pandemic. Lower numbers
in class groups helps us to minimise risks to the children and adults in school as contact between households is more limited. If
you are a critical worker and you work part time or have another adult at home to care for your child/ren etc. please only use a
school place when you need one to avoid unnecessary risk to your child and to others.
Thank you so much for your understanding and continued support to keep our school community as safe as possible. We will
continue to try our best to support all our children, both at home and at school.

February half-term (w/c 22nd Feb)
The government has confirmed that schools are not required to remain open during the February half term holiday, and has
announced that support for food and energy costs will be available during the half term week for eligible families through the
Covid-19 Winter Grant Scheme. This scheme provides direct assistance to vulnerable households, families with children, and
individuals, including food vouchers that were available for the two-week Christmas period and a £20 voucher for the upcoming
half term in February (£15 towards food costs and £5 towards energy costs).
The vouchers will be sent to families who have registered to claim benefits-based Free School Meals (registering before 12th
February) or who get income assessed Early Years support. Families who receive Social Care or MAST support will also receive a
voucher to help towards food and energy costs over February half-term.
The Council is working with Edenred, the company which managed the Free School Meals vouchers over the October and
Christmas holidays, and eligible families will be sent a letter with instructions to access their voucher.
If you do not receive your letter this week, or have trouble downloading your voucher, please contact school before the holiday
for help or, if you have a support worker, you can also ask her/him for support. You can also contact the Sheffield City Council
Helpline on 0114 2734567, option 4, then option 3.
The Council has produced a short ‘How to...’ video for parents which can viewed on Youtube - https://youtu.be/n8B8y-PeF8U

Contact tracing over the February half-term

Schools continue to play an important role in contact tracing for pupils and staff who are currently attending school as part of the
national effort to limit the spread of the virus.
Please continue to follow the guidance on household isolation if your child or someone in the household develops a symptom
which may be a sign of a Covid-19 infection (high temperature, new continuous cough or loss or change to sense of smell/taste)
and book a test. Following a negative test result, the children can return to school (unless they have been identified as a contact
of someone with Covid-19, as they must isolate for 10 days). Please continue to keep school informed in case we need to engage
with Contact Tracing as a result of this by ringing the office in school hours or emailing enquiries@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk
out of school hours.
If a pupil or member of staff attending school tests positive for COVID-19 during February half term, having developed symptoms
more than 48 hours since being in school, schools are not required to take any action. Staff, parents and carers should follow
contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.
However, where a pupil/member of staff still attending school tests positive after developing symptoms within 48 hours of being
in school (and therefore the individual may have been infectious whilst in school), we will need to identify close contacts and
may need to advise self-isolation.
If your child is attending school at the moment and you need to inform us of a positive Covid-19 test over half term (for symptoms that developed within 48 hours of attending school), please email us at enquiries@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk. Please
note, we are unable to listen to voicemails left on the school answer phone remotely, so any urgent contact about positive
cases needs to be made via email during the school holiday and weekends. We will check the school emails for notification on
positive cases between 9 am—3 pm each day out of term time.

Quick reminder!
Friday 12th February is a scheduled training day for our staff and therefore school will be closed to all pupils.

Testing for staff
Covid-19 mass testing for staff working in primary schools began last week. The testing programme is designed to help schools
stay open as much as possible for the remainder of the pandemic. As a community, we hope that regular staff testing will help
limit disruption to school life and children's learning by reducing the spread of the virus. This is because testing will identify
those members of staff who have the virus but do not have any symptoms. Schools have been supplied with lateral flow devices
(LFD) test kits so that staff that opt in to this programme can self-swab at home, twice per week. These LFD tests provide results
in 30 minutes.
The government maintains that morning testing is best, although it is acknowledged that this can make things difficult for
schools and families to respond if a positive result is returned. Whilst we will try and collect these as early, as possible as have
no wish to add to the stress of parents/carers by issuing late notifications, please be aware that sometimes this may be
unavoidable. As ever, we will give you as much notice as possible so you can prepare and make new arrangements for childcare
and remote education if you need to.
Notifications will be shared via text and email, so please make sure that we have your correct details. Though we want to
minimise the disruption of school and home life and children’s education as much as possible, the closing of class bubbles on the
advice of Public Health experts is shown to be a measure that can break chains of viral transmission by halting/reducing the
possible spread of the virus to children, their households, their friends and members of their wider community. In the event that
a class bubble has to close, parents/carers will be contacted via text first and informed that this is happening. The text will then
be followed by an email which will include further information, including return dates and arrangements for remote learning,
which will continue using Tapestry and live sessions where possible.
School will, of course, remain open to anyone unaffected by the order to isolate, including staff, vulnerable pupils and the
children of key workers in other classes who are not deemed to be a contact of the person who has tested positive.
Thank you again for your patience, understanding and support.

Laptops for Kids Campaign
Sheffield City Council has pledged to support children learning remotely by providing thousands of additional laptops for children
who are currently home-schooling without the devices to access online learning.
1,000 pre-used laptops will be provided to school children of all ages across Sheffield, and funding will be made available to purchase at least a further 5000. In addition, connectivity will be funded for children who do not have access to this at home. The
investment will be in the region of £1.5 million. This project has been supported by many partners across the city and has already generated thousands of pledged devices to support children.
As part of the project, the Council and other organisations have been working with schools across the city to identify children
and young people who do not have access to a device.
As you are aware, we have not been eligible for any laptops through the previous government schemes due to the young age of
our children. We have requested devices through the Laptops for Kids campaign and are keeping our fingers crossed that we
may receive some when the devices are distributed in a few weeks time! Until then, please contact school if you are unable to
access a device for remote learning and we will arrange a paper learning pack for your child each week.

Children's Mental Health Week

This week is Children's Mental Health Week (1st-7th February). The theme of Children's Mental Health Week this year is 'Express
Yourself'. ‘Express Yourself' is about helping children to find ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity; it is
about finding a way to help children show who they are, and how they see the world, that can help them to feel good about
themselves.
If you would like to engage in activities at home to explore this with your child, there are lots of free resources online from different providers, including the BBC and NSPCC websites. Here are a couple of links we have found for younger children:


BBC resources—A collection of clips presented by Dr Radha Moghil that explore a whole range of feelings and emotions,
as well as providing talking points and tools to feel better. These clips are suitable for use with children at Early Years
Foundation Stage (EYFS). They are also suitable for teaching PSHE at KS1.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/pshe-early-years-foundation-stage-ks1-feeling-better/zm2st39



BBC resources—Rhys Stephenson performs a Super Mood Movers song about different feelings
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/pshe-super-mood-movers-coping-with-feelings/z28strd

Advice for parents/carers to support children's mental health - What can I do at home?


Find time to talk, just the two of you – ‘Check in’ with them while you’re doing things together so they get used to
talking about their feelings.



Play together – Play helps them to be curious, learn new things, solve problems and express feelings without
words.



Be a role-model – Show how you cope with difficult feelings and look after yourself.

Does my child or young person need mental health support?
It’s normal to feel angry, sad, worried or stressed sometimes. However, if children are struggling to cope with those feelings,
they might need support. Look out for:


Sudden changes in behaviour



Negative thoughts and low self-esteem



Arguing and fighting



Sleep problems



Avoiding school or staying with you all the time



Aches and pains

Remember – everyone is different, and these signs might not have anything to do with a mental health problem. Children and
young people can be affected by big changes such as death or illness in the family, parents separating, moving school/house,
adolescence and puberty and friendship problems etc. Try talking to them first and get help if you are worried.
What if I’m worried about my child or young person?
If their life is in immediate danger, call 999.
If not, talk to someone who can help you understand what they might be going through, and refer you to support in your area.
This could be:


Your doctor



The Young Minds Parents Helpline, which you can call for free on 0808 802 5544 (9.30am-4pm, Monday-Friday).



School—We are here to support you!

Safer Internet Day
Tuesday 9th February is Safer Internet Day.
Safer Internet Day is celebrated globally in February each year in over a hundred countries to promote the safe and positive use of digital technology for
children and young people, and inspire a national conversation. Co-ordinated in
the UK by the UK Safer Internet Centre, the celebration sees hundreds of
organisations get involved to help promote the safe, responsible and positive
use of digital technology for children and young people. This year’s Safer
Internet Day takes place on 5th February. Safer Internet Day is a fantastic
opportunity to reflect as a family on how you can use the internet and
technology safely, responsibly and positively. Whether you are a parent,
grandparent, foster carer, aunt, uncle or older sibling – we can all play a role
in empowering children to enjoy their time online!

Tapestry
Thank you so much for all the amazing work you have been adding to Tapestry over the last few weeks. It is incredible to see the
both the quality and the amount of work you are all doing at home with your children. We know you are all busy juggling a number of things so your additions to Tapestry have really knocked our socks off!
In an attempt to lessen the load a little may we suggest that you upload your child's learning for one day all on one post rather
than uploading separate observations for each subject. A teacher will respond to your child's learning as usual. We hope this
suggestion helps as this should take less time out of your day!
We have also added a few tutorial videos to the front page of our website that you may find useful when using Tapestry. The
videos simply show how to access activities, add observations and how to personalise your notifications.
If you haven't uploaded any of your child's work yet, please do watch them and have a go - we would love to see their work and
send them a message—and also get in touch with school if you need help.
There is also a super website which is really helpful should you wish to know more or have experienced any issues. Please access
it by clicking Tutorials Contents Page for Relatives - Tapestry tutorials - Early Years Foundation Stage Forum (eyfs.info)

Children in Need
Attached is a ‘Thank You’ certificate from Children in Need congratulating the school (i.e. you!) for raising £369 for this excellent
cause. As I said before, our school community is awesome and can achieve great things together!

Stay safe and take care of each other.
Kindest regards,

Paula Bestall
Headteacher

