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Monday
F2 Big PE day

Tuesday
Tuesday 29th June

What’s
Happening
this Week?

Wednesday
Y2 Big PE day

New to F2 meeting at
4pm on Zoom

Thursday

Friday

Thursday 1st July
Zoom Transition meetings for
Y2 to Y3 with Halfway Junior
School — 10am/4.30pm.
Y1 Big PE day

F2 Big PE day

Tuesday 6th July—Miss
Kay’s last day at school

And Next
Week ?

Y2 Big PE day

Y1 Big PE day

Sports Day! Children
only this year please for
safety - but we will
share lots of
photographs with you
on Tapestry.

Some Key Dates
Attendance for the week ending 25th June
2021:

Class

Attendance (%)

Enormous Crocodiles

97.2

Crafty Chameleons

97.5

Rainbow Fish

93.8

Hungry Caterpillars

98.4

Gruffalos
Elmers

Wednesday 30th June

Y2 Big PE Day

Thursday 1st July

Y1 Big PE Day

Friday 9th July

Sports Day (children only
event this year—no
spectators due to Covid
restrictions, but photos to
be shared on Tapestry)

Tuesday 20th July

Last day of term (Wed 21st
is an INSET day)

100 !!!
97.7

Overall attendance for the week was 97.4%

School picnic day

Keeping Children Safe in the Sun
* Please apply high factor sun cream/sunblock before school (children can also bring named bottles into
school for their personal use throughout the day)
* Bring a wide brimmed hat for your child to wear
* Provide a bottle with fresh water for your child to drink each day
* Dress your child in clothes that cover and protect the skin

AND Y1 and Y2 parents/carers—watch your inbox for information on free swimming lessons!

Who will my child’s class teacher be from September?
We are so lucky to have such a great teaching team at Halfway Nursery Infant School and, whilst we are busy enjoying the final few
weeks of term with our current classes, we also know that children need the reassurance of knowing who their teacher will be in
September—so they can start to prepare. Please find the class\teacher organisation for September 2021 below, together with the
Teaching Assistants assigned to each year group team (although our TAs may also need to support children across school, when
possible, ie when COVID rules allow!)
Nursery - Miss Maloney, Miss Chris Gregg, Mrs Sarah Charnley
Harley Maloney will be teaching in Nursery in September and cannot wait to work with the Nursery
children and their families again!
F2 (Reception)
Miss Hughes and Mrs Hipkin - The Gruffalos
Mrs Timmons - The Elmers
TAs: Mrs Line, Miss Ellis, Mrs Allsopp
Miss Hughes will remain in F2 in September in her EYFS leader role, in
addition to continuing as our Acting Deputy Head, and the class will be
taught by Mrs Hipkin each Thurs/Fri. Mrs Timmons will be teaching our
second F2 class again in September. Our new F2 children will receive a
letter on their visit to inform them of who their teacher/s will be.
Year 1
Miss Dale - Rainbow Fish
Mrs Briggs and Mrs Bettinson - The Hungry Caterpillars
TAs: Miss Wylie, Ms Barker, Mrs Farnen
Miss Dale will be teaching Mrs Timmons’s current class of children in
September as they move into Y1. She has heard that the
children are all absolute superstars and is really looking forward to
teaching them in her current classroom in the Y1 building! :-)
Mrs Briggs and Mrs Bettinson will be moving to Y1 in September (into Miss Kay/Mrs Hibberd’s current classroom—to the left of the
Y1 building) and will be teaching Miss Hughes’s current class of children. Mrs Briggs works Mon-Wed (and is excited to work with
the current Gruffalo class again next year!) and Mrs Bettinson works Wed-Fri.
Year 2
Mrs Jordan - The Enormous Crocodiles
Mrs Hibberd - Crafty Chameleons
TAs: Mrs Hunter, Mrs Dyche
Mrs Jordan is excited that she will be teaching Miss Dale's current class in Y2 in
September. She popped into class to see their maths work last week and can’t wait to welcome them into her current Y2 room
after the summer holiday.
Mrs Hibberd will be working full time in September and is excited to be back in Y2… and she is taking her current class of children
with her! Big smiles all round as she is delighted to keep them for another year!
Year 3 —As soon as the Junior School is able to confirm its staffing plans with us, we will share this with our current Y2 children as
we know how excited they are to find out :-) We have lots of phone calls and Zoom meetings scheduled to tell the Junior School
just how fabulous our current Y2s are, as well as share information with them re their strengths, predicted outcomes for Y2 (as
SATs were cancelled nationally this year) and areas to continue to support each child in September. They will be lucky to have you
Y2s, and we know that you will all be superstars at the Junior School!

Transition in preparation for September
We have lots of fun learning planned for the last couple of weeks of the academic year and, whilst we will still be very much
focusing on the ’here and now’ in our teaching and learning, we also have a mind on September as want to ensure we have plans
in place to prepare the children for their next steps. We know that moving onto the next class or onto a new school is a really
exciting time, but we also appreciate that the children can need a little additional reassurance to help them prepare for the
change. We want you to know that we are here to support wherever we can to help ensure transition is a happy and positive
experience!
Transition needs to look a little different again this year due to the guidance schools are following to keep their community safe
during the pandemic (for example, Sheffield schools have been advised to limit physical transition and find alternative ways of
delivering transition e.g. through virtual events where possible). Despite this, everyone is committed to making sure that both
children and parents/carers feel as confident as possible about the next steps - whether this is within our school, or between
schools.

In school transition
All transition activities will follow the most up to date risk assessment and safety guidance for schools e.g. circle time lessons with
new children/teachers, each teacher is preparing videos and pen portraits that you and your child will be able to view on our
website as much as you would like to at home over the summer holiday, and teachers have also planned dedicated time to share
information with new class teachers about how super your children are so they too can prepare for September.
If your child is moving from our Nursery onto a different school in your catchment area, or from Y2 to Y3, we shall also contact new
class teachers/schools to share key information to ensure a smooth transition between schools.

Y2 to Y3 transition
After half term, parents/carers of Y2 children due to move to Halfway Junior School received a Y3 transition pack from that school
to explain this year’s transition arrangements and share important dates such as an online meeting to find out about the school,
enjoy a virtual tour of the Juniors, and also have an opportunity to find out about Y3 class teachers. PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DATE
OF THIS MEETING IS NOW THURSDAY 1st JULY (The times confirmed with the Juniors are 10am\4.30pm, using the same Zoom links
as before.)
If your child is due to move to a different school in Y3, that school will be in touch with you directly to share its transition
arrangements. We shall, of course, support wherever we can to ensure that transition is a safe, happy and successful one.

New starters in our Nursery and F2 in September
Very similar processes are in place for children who will be new to our nursery or F2 in September. We have sent letters to
welcome new families to nursery/school and will also be sharing transition packs with our new starters, along with information in
our online welcome meeting etc.
Our F2 staff will be making visits to our nursery (and have been making individual phone calls home for children who are
completely new in September, as we are unable to conduct home visits this year due to the current restrictions).
Our nursery team have also been in touch with our new nursery starters to arrange for them to visit nursery for the first time to
'Meet the Teacher' and pick up transition packs.

Helping the children as they prepare to move on…


New class teachers will make videos for the children, including a virtual classroom tour, which will be sent to classes and
also posted on our school website.



Teachers will write a letter/'pen portrait' to give to their new children (the children will also be set a little task for homework
nearer the time to say hello to new year group staff too!)



New staff will spend time with new classes at outdoor play times so the children are familiar with them in a Covid safe way week commencing 5th July



Parents/carers can pop in to 'meet the teacher' outside their new classroom on the yard at their usual collection time on
Wednesday 7th July (Y1 and Y2 teachers will be on the yard from 2:30pm to say hello informally as you collect the children)



Staff will more formally meet their new children in a special outdoor circle time session with the new class - week beginning
12th July



Current year group teachers will meet with new year group teachers to share important information about how wonderful
your children are and how they can best support them in their new classes in September (this also happens if your child is
moving onto a different setting).



Transition packs will be sent out for new starters which detail transition for children who will be new to our school in
September, including 'Welcome to our school/nursery' meetings on Zoom (new to F2 meeting on 29th June/Nursery on
16th June). Links and details of transition opportunities will be sent out to relevant parents/carers directly.



Our transition plan puts children’s needs and safety first, and also follows Public Health advice on managing risks of Covid19 at end of term events.

Week commencing 5 July

Staff will spend time with their new classes at outdoor play times so the children are
familiar with them in a Covid safe way

Wednesday 7 July

‘Meet the Teacher’: Y1 and Y2 teachers will be on the yard from 2:30pm to say hello
informally as you collect your children

Week commencing 12 July

Staff will more formally meet their new children in a special outdoor circle time session
with the new class

Protecting our school community in the pandemic
Schools have been advised by Public Health to continue with the current system of controls to minimise transmission of any possible Covid-19 infections, particularly as the Delta variant is a growing concern.
Schools have lengthy risk assessments in place to help them to protect their school community where they can, and have been
asked to continue with measures such as 

Enhanced cleaning schedule



Hand hygiene routines in school



Increased ventilation in classrooms/working areas



Regular testing encouraged for staff



Contact Tracing arrangements



Consistent groups/class bubbles in school



Staggered start/end times of the school day



Events that are deemed to increase risk will be avoided where possible in school contexts e.g. events that include parents/
carers gathering or children from different groups mixing. This is why our Sports Day will be a ‘children only’ event this year
in class bubbles (in line with Public Health guidance, parent/carer audiences will not be part of the event to try and protect
you and your families), and also why our transition meetings will be delivered virtually again to reduce risks to our community.

Please can we urge you to help us to protect our school community by continuing to socially distance on the yard, wearing a mask
(if not exempt) at pick up/drop off and times/when social distancing may be more difficult, cleaning your hands before coming
onto the premises and following all rules on household isolation/testing if someone develops symptoms.

Sheffield City Council’s Vaccination Marketing Campaign
The Council has developed a marketing campaign to encourage adults to have their Covid-19 vaccination when invited.
The campaign includes adverts on local radio, on-street advertising in Sheffield, and advertising through social media etc. The
posters they have created are below—

The children are doing a great job recognising and tasting the vegetable of the week in the dinner hall.
This week’s featured vegetable in school is…... the CARROT!

Eat Smart Sheffield - Healthy Breakfast Factsheet for Parents/Carers
Attached is a Healthy Breakfast Factsheet from Eat Smart Sheffield, which we hope you find helpful.
It is also available (under 'Policies & Guidance') at:
https://www.learnsheffield.co.uk/Downloads/Partnerships/Eat-Smart-Sheffield/Healthy%20Breakfast%20Factsheet.pdf

Eat Smart Sheffield Webinar
10 Top Tips for a Healthier Family

Thursday 1st July 2021
9.30am - 10.30am



Do you struggle to get your 5-a-day?



Are you looking for quick & easy ways to improve your diet?



Do you want some advice on how to keep your family healthy?



Then why not join us for this FREE online webinar for our 10 Top Tips for a Healthier Family!

Part of the Eat Smart Sheffield ’10 Top Tips Webinar Series’, this session includes advice on how to keep you and your family
healthy including simple swaps, portion control, making the most of mealtimes, and how to deal with fussy eating.
Presented via Zoom, and delivered by nutrition professionals, the session will be informative but fun, with time throughout to
answer any of your questions.
To register, please follow this link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/eat-smart-sheffield-10-top-tips-webinar-for-parents-carers-tickets-157055803135

Beat the Street Campaign

This is our ranking so far. We’re doing well (there are 347 teams altogether), but I’m sure we can do even better! Keep
tapping those boxes!
Each child was given a fob for themselves and a card for their parent\carer. If you haven’t already done so, please register the
fob and the card at beatthestreet.me/sheffield. (You have to scroll down a bit to find us: they've called us 'Halfway Infant
Nursery'!). The more points our school collects, the more likely we are to travel up the leaderboard, and possibly win a prize!
The game runs from 16 June to 28 July – visit beatthestreet.me/sheffield to find out more.

