
Art Skills Progression 

Drawing & Painting 

Y1 Y2 Progression for Greater Depth & Mastery 
 Explore the use of line, shape and colour  

 Explore a variety of tools and techniques 

including the use of different brush sizes  

 and types 

 Use a variety of tools, including pencils, 

crayons, pastels, felt tips, charcoal, 

ballpoints, chalk and other dry media 

 Use different brush sizes and types 

 Name the primary and secondary colours 

 Create moods in their paintings 

 Mix paint to create all the secondary 

colours 

 Experiment with the visual elements of line, 

shape, pattern and colour 

 Work out ideas for drawings in a 

sketchbook 

 Experiment with a variety of tools and 

techniques, including mixing a range of 

secondary colours, shades and tones 

 Draw for a sustained period of time using 

real objects, including single and grouped 

objects 

 Layer different media e.g. crayons, pastels, 

felt tips, charcoal and ballpoint 

 Work on a range of scales e.g. large brush 

on large paper etc. 

 Mix and match colours & predict outcomes 

 Make tints by adding white 

 Make tones by adding black 

 Use a viewfinder to focus on a specific part 

of an artefact before drawing it 

 Show pattern and texture 

 Experiment with different grades of pencil 

and other implements 

 Experiment with different effects and 

textures e.g. blocking in colour, colour 

washes, thickened paint etc.  

 Use their sketchbook to observe, collect 

and record visual information from different 

sources 

 Use different media to achieve variations in 

line, texture, tone, colour, shape and 

pattern 

 Plan, refine and alter their work as 

necessary 

 Work confidently on a range of scales e.g. 

thin brush on small picture etc. 

 

 

3D & Textiles 

Y1 Y2 Progression for Greater Depth & Mastery 
 Explore sculpture with a range of malleable 

media e.g. clay 

 Use a variety of techniques e.g. weaving, 

fabric crayons, sewing  

 Manipulate clay in a variety of ways e.g. 

rolling, kneading and shaping 

 Add texture by using tools 

 Sort threads and fabrics 

 Group fabrics and threads by colour and 

texture 

 

 

 

 

 Explore texture using a variety of media 

 Experiment with, construct and join 

recycled, natural and man-made materials 

more confidently 

 Use a variety of techniques e.g. tie-dyeing, 

wax or oil resist, mosaic  

 Manipulate clay for a variety of purposes 

e.g. thumb pots, simple coil pots and 

models 

 Join fabrics using glue 

 Sew fabrics together 

 Create part of a class patchwork 

 Research, plan, design and make models 

 Work with a degree of independence 

 Construct a simple clay base for extending 

and modelling other shapes  

 Make a simple papier maché object 



Printing, Collage & IT 

Y1 Y2 Progression for Greater Depth & Mastery 
 Make marks in print with a variety of 

objects, including natural and made 

objects 

 Investigate using a wide variety of media, 

including card, fabric, plastic, tissue, 

magazines, crepe paper etc. 

 Build a repeating pattern 

 Use a simple painting program to create a 

picture 

 Use tools like fill and brushes in a painting 

package 

 Cut and tear paper and card for their 

collages 

 Gather and sort the materials they will 

need 

 

 

 

 

 Use a variety of techniques e.g. fabric 

printing, rubbings 

 Design patterns of increasing complexity 

and repetition. 

 Print using a variety of materials, objects 

and techniques. 

 Investigate and design patterns of 

increasing complexity and repetition 

 Use different kinds of materials on their 

collage and explain why they have chosen 

them 

 Create a picture independently 

 Use simple IT mark-making tools, e.g. brush, 

pen, shape, colour, flood fill tools 

 Edit their own work 

 Take different photographs of themselves 

displaying different moods 

 Change their photographic images on a 

computer 

 

 Use a variety of techniques  for collage 

e.g. quilting, weaving, embroidery, 

appliqué and develop skills in stitching, 

cutting and joining 

 Experiment with a range of media e.g. 

overlapping, layering etc. 

Knowledge 

Y1 Y2 Progression for Greater Depth & Mastery 
 Recognise pattern in the environment 

 Respond to ideas 

 Make changes to their own work 

 Describe what they can see and like in the 

work of another artist 

 Ask sensible questions about a piece of art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Observe the work of a range of artists, craft 

makers and designers,  

 describing the differences and similarities 

between different practices and 

disciplines, and making links to their own 

work 

 Observe and comment on differences in 

their own and others’ work 

 Explore ideas 

 Link colours to natural and man-made 

objects 

 Say how other artists have used colour, 

pattern and shape 

 Create a piece of work in response to 

another artist’s work 

 Find out about artists, architects and 

designers 

 Plan, refine and alter their work as 

necessary 

 Design and create images and artefacts in 

response to their personal ideas 



 




