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School attendance figures 

Attendance for the week ending   

5th November 2021: 

Overall attendance for the week was  95.2% 

Morrison’s ‘It’s Good to Grow’ Scheme 

Thank you to everyone who signed up for the scheme and collected tokens while they shopped.  We raised…. 

1587 tokens! 

We are having a good look at the catalogue and we’ll be placing our order shortly.  Thank you again – our flower beds/

planters will really benefit from what we are able to get with your tokens, and the children are going to love having new 

gardening equipment to help to plant them up in the spring!  We’ll let you know when our items arrive :-)  

Home Learning PE Challenge 

Challenge: How long can you hold the plank 

position for? Rest your forearms on the floor 

and keep your back straight. Tighten your 

leg, stomach, glute and shoulder muscles. 

Lift from your hips, keeping your weight  

central - try to make a straight line with your 

body. 

No equipment needed. You will need a big enough 

space so that you can do this safely.  

Physical fact: Holding a plank works your muscles in 

your abdominals (core/ tummy area), your shoulders and 

your back. 

Fun fact: The world record for the longest-held plank is 

an UNBELIEVABLE 8 hours, 15 minutes and 15 seconds!  

Class Attendance (%) 

Enormous Crocodiles 92.0 

Crafty Chameleons 97.2 

Rainbow Fish 93.9 

Hungry Caterpillars 94.1 

Gruffalos 98.6 

Elmers 94.5 



 

What is happening in school this week? 

 

1.  Phonics Screening Check for Y2 pupils 

As the annual Phonics Screening Check for Y1 pupils were cancelled last year nationally due to the pandemic, the DfE has 

instructed schools to administer the screening check to current Y2 pupils (as they did not complete this in Y1) at the beginning of 

this half term.  Therefore, our Y2 class teachers have now started to administer the screening to our Y2 pupils on a one to one 

basis.  Although the check takes place in a quiet space on a one to one basis (in line with strict assessment guidance from the DfE), 

the children are not aware that they are being assessed. 

 What is phonics? 

Phonics involves the relationship between sounds and their spellings.  The goal of phonics instruction is to teach children the most 

common sound-spelling relationships so that they can decode (sound out) words.  This decoding ability is a crucial element in 

reading success. 

What is the Phonics Screening Check?  

Children in Year 1 throughout the country usually take part in a Phonics Screening Check in June (the DfE has announced that it 

plans for these to go ahead this academic year).  Cancellation of the check in June 2021 nationally means that our current Year 2 

pupils did not take the check in Year 1.  In the 2021 to 2022 academic year, it is statutory for schools to administer a past version of 

the Phonics Screening Check to Year 2 pupils this half term (and return the results to their Local Authority) to ensure that Year 2 

pupils who need support in learning to decode using phonics receive the right support. 

What happens during the test? 

The Phonics Screening Check is designed to confirm whether individual children have learnt sufficient phonic decoding and 

blending skills.  The test contains 40 words (20 real words and 20 pseudo/nonsense/'alien' words).  Each child sits one to one with 

a familiar and trained member of school staff and reads each word aloud.   The tests take approximately 10 minutes per child, 

although all children are different and complete the check at their own pace.  The results are then submitted to the Local Authority 

and a threshold/pass mark is given. 

Reporting to Parents  

In the Summer Term, schools must report the results of the check to parents/carers, confirming if your child has met the standard 

threshold and passed the check.  

How are the results used?  

Results from the check are used by schools to analyse their own performance and to support any children who need additional 

tuition in this area.  Ofsted also use this data in inspections.    

How can I help my child at home?  

 Play lots of sound and listening games with your child 

 Read as much as possible to, and with, your child 

 If your child is struggling to decode a word, help them by encouraging them to say each sound in the word from left to right.  

Blend the individual sounds together again by pointing to each phoneme/sound e.g. /c/a/t/ in cat, /b/oa/t/ in boat etc.  

Next, move your finger under the whole word as you blend the sounds to say the word.  

 Discuss the meaning of words if your child does not know what they have read/heard to help them to increase their 

vocabulary.    



 

This week—continued! 

 

2.  Mini first aiders - 9th & 10th November 

All school aged children in our school (F2, Y1 and Y2) will receive a 1 hour age appropriate first aid session this week that will be led 

by a qualified practitioner.  The session is based on a story context where the children have to help a little accident prone alien 

family to stay safe and healthy, and also learn how they can support others in an emergency first aid situation.  The 'Mini First 

Aiders' instructor will be visiting school on Tuesday 9th and Wednesday 10th November to deliver these sessions and our F2/Y1/Y2 

children will be learning— 

 Basic first aid skills, including what is in a first aid kit (F2 and Y1/Y2)   

 How to bandage someone who is hurt (F2) 

 Basic CPR (Y1/Y2) 

 About the emergency services and how to make an emergency phone call (F2 and Y1/Y2) 

If you would like additional information regarding these sessions, please contact the school office. 

3.  Skipathon 

With the class sets of skipping equipment we purchased last year with our PE funding, we are all set to take part in Sheffield's 

Skipathon this week!  Classes across school will be building skipping time into every school day this week, in addition to being 

taught skipping activities in PE lessons this week (and a special 'Skip for Pudsey' on Friday!). 

 

4.  Maths Week 

The aim of Maths Week " is to provide young people in England with a positive image of mathematics, and to contribute in a small 

way to changing the national attitude towards this vital and beautiful subject."  We already complete lots of super maths learning 

in school, but throughout the week all children will be expanding on their maths learning by taking part in some extra maths 

activities.   

Maths week doesn’t just need to take place in school - if you would like to try some fun maths activities to support your child at 

home you can visit this website to find lots of ideas: https://mathsweekengland.co.uk/primary-school-resources/  Fun maths songs 

and games can also be found on https://www.topmarks.co.uk/  and https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-

collection/z6v4scw.  You can also log onto your Phonics Bug Club account and enjoy playing on Maths Factor.  We would love to 

see what you get up to at home, so please share your learning via Tapestry too! 

For Maths Week England, we want to make maths exciting and high profile in our school.  We will be taking part in a friendly 

competition involving schools from England from today to Thursday 11th November.  It’s all done online via play.ttrockstars.com.  

For every correct answer to a multiplication or division question, your child will earn their class a point.  The Times Tables Rock 

Stars platform will calculate the class average (the number of correct answers per pupil in the class who play during the 

competition hours, subject to a daily 60-minute limit (see below). Winning classes in the school, and in the competition as a whole, 

will be the ones with the highest average.  

All game modes (Gig, Garage, Studio, etc.) will count, but only from games played between 7:30am and 7:30pm today until 

Thursday 11th Nov.  To support player wellbeing, there is a daily time limit of 60 minutes per player (i.e. each player can earn 

competition points for up to 60 minutes between 7.30am and 7.30pm.  Once the player goes beyond 60 minutes on a given day, 

they will still earn coins but will no longer earn points towards the competition). 

In the spirit of the competition, please encourage and support them to do this independently.  We hope this is a fun challenge and 

do not wish this to add to stress levels or impact on family plans and, therefore, suggest a limit of half an hour a day outside school 

hours— but we also understand that some will play more, and some will play less. 

 

 

https://mathsweekengland.co.uk/primary-school-resources/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-collection/z6v4scw
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/supermovers/ks1-maths-collection/z6v4scw


 

And next week? 

 

1.  Anti-Bullying Week and Odd Socks Day 

Anti-Bullying Week 2021 will be taking place from Monday 15th - Friday 19th November and the theme this year is 'One Kind 

Word'. 

‘Odd Socks Day’ marks the start of Anti-Bullying Week and this year it's taking place on Monday 15th November; Odd Socks Day is 

a simple but fun opportunity to encourage the children to express themselves and celebrate individuality and what makes us all 

unique.  All the children have to do to take part is wear odd socks to school on Monday, it couldn’t be simpler!   

Last year over 5 million children, 1,000s of parents, 100s of workplaces and lots of celebrities and influencers got involved.  Even 

Ant and Dec, Emma Willis, Craig David, Sir Mo Farah and Annamarie put their odd socks on last year!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Children in Need - Friday 19th November 

'Changing children's lives across the UK' 

Last year, Children in Need supported over 460,000 children and young people affected by a whole range of disadvantages such as 

poverty, disability, illness, distress or trauma.   

The School Councillors and Miss Dale have planned the day for us this year so we can help to make a difference too -  

All children in Nursery and School to wear sports kits to school on Friday 19th November please so they are all prepared to ‘Work it 

out with Joe Wicks’ at 9:30am (this consists of exercise and also a quiz).  Children are also welcome to wear optional spotty/

yellow/Pudsey related accessories with their outdoor sports kit if they have any! 

School Council will also be organising a ‘design a Pudsey T-shirt’ competition which the children will complete in school time, with 

2 winners from each class winning a special Pudsey badge and also having their photo/design featured in the newsletter as the 

prize (School Councillors will judge the competition for their own class—good luck everyone!). 

You are encouraged to donate £1 (or whatever you feel able to give) to help us to raise money for the charity—please visit https://

www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cin21-0010416  to donate and help to change children’s lives across the UK too. 

 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cin21-0010416
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/cin21-0010416


 
 

3.  Flu Immunisations for F2/Y1/Y2 children only - 18th November 

Some parents/carers have asked about the flu immunisation process.  The immunisations are delivered to F2/Y1/Y2 children by a 

company called IntraHealth, on behalf of the NHS.   

Whether you want your child to receive the vaccine or not, please read this message from IntraHealth: 

“Dear Parent\Carer, 

If you would like your child to receive the nasal flu vaccine in school please follow this link to complete an online consent form; 

https://www.nhsimms.uk/FLU/information?Id=107038&Type=FLU 

The vaccinations will take place at your child’s school on 18/11/2021  

The link will close on 15/11/2021  

If your child has already had the Nasal Flu vaccine since Sept 2021 please disregard this msg.  

If you have any problems accessing the link please telephone 0333 358 3397 (opt 2) “ 

 

Through the above link you will be directed to a secure web portal unique to our school.  Following the link, you will be able to 

complete your child’s details and submit a consent or non-consent form -

 

The immunisations are organised by Intrahealth and, therefore, the information needs to be submitted directly to it through the 

link provided above (not to school—although schools are asked to offer a space for immunisations to be administered by 

Intrahealth, we do not organise the immunisations or handle information relating to them).  The information you submit through 

the link will go directly to the immunisation team for review.   

If you have any questions about the flu vaccination programme, please contact them directly on  0333 358 3397. 

Other news…. 

Christmas Card Designs 

Thank you to those of you who have taken part in the Christmas Card Design scheme—there were some fabulous ideas!  The 

designs have been collected by Cauliflower Cards, the company that produces the cards, mugs, etc.  We’re expecting the orders to 

be delivered to school in the next few weeks.  Any proceeds raised from the scheme will be put towards Christmas/Easter activities 

for the children (our PTA group ‘Friends of Halfway Nursery Infant School’ would usually raise funds for this but is not operational 

at the present time, so this will really help us to continue to provide the children with the ‘little extras’ at special times of the year, 

like gifts from Santa, Easter egg hunts etc.). 

School Tea Towels 

The children have been busy drawing their lovely faces ready to put onto a school tea towel design.  The tea towels will be 

available to buy in the next few weeks - they would make ideal Christmas presents for grandmas, grandads, aunties and uncles etc. 

so it could be an ideal time to get a head start on the Christmas shopping! 

 

Thank you for all your continued support.  

Paula Bestall 

Headteacher                                                                                                                

Click the green 'Complete form' button on the online form to consent to your child having the flu vaccination. 

Click the red 'Complete form' button to  refuse consent to your child having the flu vaccination. 

https://www.nhsimms.uk/FLU/information?Id=107038&Type=FLU

