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Good afternoon, and welcome to the second half of the spring term at Halfway Nursery Infant School!
The weather last week was much milder than the wintry weather we had experienced at the beginning of the month, and I hope
you managed to enjoy some well deserved time outside, away from home learning/school/work (or a combination of the
above!).
I am sure that many of us will be keenly watching the TV tonight as the Prime Minister is due to set out in a news conference at
7pm a 'cautious' plan/roadmap to lift lockdown, including plans for schools. We will share the plans relating to schools with you
once the government has confirmed arrangements, and also when advice has been provided by Sheffield City Council.

School crossing update
Our local Member of Parliament, Clive Betts, has asked the school to share with you the letter attached to this newsletter. This
gives an update on progress in providing a pedestrian crossing facility on Station Road. The letter also invites your feedback on
the plans.

Supporting your children's remote education during COVID-19
The following advice is taken from the DfE guidance for parents/carers which has recently been updated - https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/supporting-your-childrens-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuknotifications&utm_source=2cb9faab-867f-488f-8831-05616e0ac796&utm_content=daily
We know this is a challenging time for parents, carers and children. Remote education has brought new demands for all of us,
and has changed engagement and interaction between home and school. We know that many parents and carers are balancing
various responsibilities whilst supporting their children with education at home; you are doing a great job so far and we are here
to support you and your children in this!
What you should expect for your child’s remote education
Schools have been working hard to deliver high quality remote education. They are now expected to publish information about
their remote education offer on their websites which will help you to understand:


what your child will be studying at home



how you can support your child to engage with their remote curriculum

(You can find this information on the school website at https://www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org/remote-learning)
The remote education that schools provide should be equivalent in length to the teaching your child would normally receive in
school. You should expect this to include a mixture of:


recorded or live direct teaching time



time for pupils to complete activities independently, such as working through learning, PE, or reading in a comfortable
space.
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Remote education should be suitably tailored if your child has special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).
Please speak to your child’s teacher if you have any questions about this. (Our SENCo, Jo Lomas, is also available on Tues/Wed/
Fridays if you want to speak to her regarding personalised learning provision whilst learning at home.)
The amount of remote education DfE has asked schools to deliver is a minimum of:


key stage 1 to have 3 hours a day, on average across the cohort, with fewer hours for younger children



key stage 2 should receive 4 hours a day



key stages 3 and 4 to receive 5 hours a day

Schools have been asked to have a system in place to check pupils’ engagement with work on a daily basis. At our school, this includes 

monitoring pupils’ attendance at live or recorded lessons



checking that pupils have understood and completed their work by monitoring and feeding back work parents/carers upload onto Tapestry



direct contact with parents/pupils e.g. recording when they have made a phone call home and if a learning pack has been
delivered etc.

Supporting your child during remote education
We know our parents/carers are doing a great job managing remote learning alongside their own commitments. There should be
ample learning set by school each day for your child, however the DfE has shared a list of resources shown below in case you
would find it helpful to access these alongside the work provided by school (these are all optional but are there in case you need
them). If you need further support or help at home, please speak to your child's teacher about remote education.
1. DfE support list on ‘Engaging children at home’ 

Clinical Psychologist, Dr Elizabeth Kilbey, shares practical tips for parents to support remote learning in this new video -

https://www.youtube.com/watch?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery&v=KZaC3Jsgb4Q


The Education Endowment Fund has produced support resources for parents. These include ways to support your child’s
reading at home and advice on how to establish a routine with your child

2. Mental health and wellbeing
You can read guidance for parents and carers on supporting children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing during the
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. Guidance for the public on the mental health and wellbeing aspects of coronavirus (COVID-19)
is also available.
The following organisations offer information and support on mental health and wellbeing:

Place2Be
MindEd
Every Mind Matters
Public Health England
Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement

Youth Sport Trust and Sport England
Young Minds
Think Ninja
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond Support Hub

Your local library can also provide access to Reading Well: books on prescription, a collection of carefully curated titles for adults,
children and young people to support common mental health conditions, or deal with difficult feelings and experiences.
Find your local library to join up and borrow them.
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Young people can get free, confidential support at any time from government-backed voluntary and community sector
organisations by:


texting SHOUT to 85258



calling Childline on 0800 1111



calling the Mix on 0808 808 4994

3. Resources for parents of children with Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND)


COVID-19 educational resources from The Sensory Projects



SEND-specific resources for learning from home from Tech Ability



advice on supporting children with a learning disability or autistic spectrum disorder (ASD) from the Council for Disabled
Children



resources for under 5s from the Early Years Alliance

Curriculum materials are also available 

specialist content for pupils with SEND from Oak National Academy



SEND-specific BBC resources and activities

Online safety
It is important to have regular conversations about staying safe online, which amongst other things, include conversations about
the importance of keeping any log-in credentials and passwords safe.
Encourage children to speak to you if they come across something worrying online. Support for parents and carers to keep children
and young people safe from online harm is available. This includes resources to help you to talk to your child about a range of
online safety issues, support to set up home filtering in a child-friendly way and support to set up age-appropriate parental controls on digital devices.
Please note - we have also shared guides and safety expectations with you to help keep your child safe if you choose to access the
online Zoom lessons. Please ask us if you would like to find out more.
Bernados also has useful tips for parents/carers on how to keep your children safe online too if you would like further information—https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/tips-to-keep-your-child-safe-online

Parents' Evening Meetings
and Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Review Meetings
Our SENCo, Jo Lomas, has been contacting parents/carers who have a child on our SEND register to arrange the next SEND reviews.
The review meetings will be held over the next couple of weeks, and will take place over Zoom.
Towards the end of this half term, we are also planning on hosting Parents'/Carers' Meetings for all children. Ideally, we would like
to arrange these a few weeks after all the children return to school so we that can talk about how they have settled back into
school, and discuss their wellbeing and learning. Arrangements will be shared with you nearer the time once the
government and Sheffield City Council has confirmed plans for schools re-opening in full. In the meantime, please continue to contact your child's class teacher via Tapestry to discuss your child's learning. We will also continue to make phone calls home to say
hello and check if there is any support you need, but please do not hesitate to ring the office 9am-3pm if you have any questions,
or need any help.

PE Challenge 4!
Here is the next fortnightly PE challenge for the children—to have fun as they get fit!


Can you practise throwing and catching a ball? Can you throw it to someone in your house and then ask them
to throw it and you carefully catch it?

Free School Meals
Please note that food vouchers for children who are not attending school/nursery at present and who are entitled to
income based Free School Meals will receive their next supermarket vouchers by the beginning of next week.

Stay safe and stay well
Take care
Paula Bestall

