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CHRISTMAS PLANS 2020 – Sharing the magic of Christmas!
Our whole staff team is committed to making Christmas 2020 magical at Halfway Nursery Infant School! Our aims
are both to help make this season jolly and bright for our fabulous children, and also for us to join forces with others
to make a difference in our local community this Christmas time.
Each class is putting together a performance for parents/carers which we trust will be a real ‘Christmas Celebration’.
These Christmas Celebration performances will be pre-filmed and premiered over Zoom! Parents\carers will be
invited to join the Zoom session with their child to watch their class performance. As this will be the ‘premier’ of the
performances, red carpet style evening dress or Christmas jumpers for the Zoom session are welcome (optional, but
encouraged to make this special for the children!)
The films will be shown over Zoom as follows:
Mrs Jordan’s class

4pm, Monday 7 December

Mrs Bettinson and Mrs Briggs’ class

4pm, Wednesday 9 December

Miss Dale’s class

4pm, Tuesday 8 December

Miss Kay and Mrs Hibberd’s class

4.30pm, Tuesday 8 December

Miss Hughes’ class

4.30pm, Thursday 10 December

Mrs Timmons’ class

4pm, Thursday 10 December

Nursery

4.30pm, Wednesday 9 December

Our other plans for making this Christmas in school a jolly one were set out in the letter that you will have received
last week. A copy is also attached to this newsletter.

School Admission Deadline
For families applying for primary school places for reception, or to start junior school, the closing date is 15 January
2021.
https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/schools-childcare/apply-school-place
Parents/carers should fill in all three preferences in order to keep their options open (putting down three
preferences does not dilute the chance to be offered the preferred school, but does provide alternatives should the
first preference school be over-subscribed).
Families are also encouraged to name their catchment school as one of their preferences, as places cannot be
reserved for catchment pupils if a preference for this school has not been expressed by parents/carers.
Parents will find out the results of their primary school applications on April 16 2021.
Although we have not been able to offer our usual school tours around classrooms this term, we are able to offer
external visits to school after the school day for new parents/carers and we are also organising Zoom meetings for
our new starters (there is one on Wed 25th Nov. for new nursery starters for January 2021—information has already
been sent home for the relevant parent/carers). There is also a lot of information available on our website e.g. the
new parent/carer handbook, admissions information etc.
https://www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org/our-admissions-procedure

A reminder from Sheffield Council re Covid-19
We have been asked to remind all parents, carers and pupils that anyone with symptoms must self-isolate, get a test and
return home straight after the test. The household should self isolate and children and young people should not come into
school. Children cannot come into school if they are awaiting a test result themselves or have family members whom they
live with awaiting test results. Please see the information below.
Schools have also been asked to remind parents/carers that ‘class bubbles’ should not meet up outside of the school day play dates etc. with children from the same friendship groups or school classes are not permitted under the current
national restrictions that are currently in place. The bubbles in school are to support contact tracing and minimise risk of
virus transmission within the school day.

Additional Bank Holiday– Queen’s platinum Jubilee June 2022
The Government has announced that there will be an additional Bank holiday on Friday 3 June 2022. The
original Spring Bank Holiday will be moved from Monday 30 May to Thursday 2nd June to create a 4 day
weekend. The Spring Bank half term has already been set for the week commencing 30 May so this should
not create any disruption to your school year.
If there is any further guidance, this will be shared with you. The following is a link to the press release
providing more details:
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/extra-bank-holiday-to-mark-the-queens-platinum-jubilee-in-2022

NURSERY NEWS


We would be really grateful for donations of spare clothes for nursery aged children as we are running very low in particular, we are DESPERATE for spare trousers if you have any your children have grown out of!



We are also looking for donations of any plastic or wooden Christmas decorations that you no
longer need (no glass please) —we will use them to decorate the outdoor play area.



Can we please ask that you label all hats, scarfs and gloves with your child's name.



Nursery Christmas Party is on Thursday 17th December—If your child does not normally attend on a Thursday
but you would like your child to come to the nursery Christmas Party session, they are welcome to attend the
party in the afternoon of Thursday 17th (we cannot accommodate additional children for the morning session,
but they are more than welcome to join in the fun in the afternoon party session). Please speak to Jenette if
you wish your child to attend/to book them a place if they do not usually attend on a Thursday.

Stay safe, be kind to one another, and thank you for supporting our school community.
As always, please let us know if we can help in any way.
Kind regards,
Paula Bestall
Headteacher

