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Monday
What’s
Happening
this Week?
And Next
Week ?

Tuesday

Wednesday

F2 Big PE Day

Y1 Big PE Day

New F2 children
starting school
(dates prearranged)

New Nursery starters
visiting (pre-arranged)

F2 Big PE Day

Y1 Big PE Day

Thursday

Friday

Y2 Big PE Day

Y2 Big PE Day

New Nursery starters
join our Nursery
(dates pre-arranged)

School attendance figures

Please remember to...
Name all your child’s clothing!
The children have all looked so smart in their uniform over
the last few days (...I cannot believe how much they have
all grown over the summer holiday!).

(NB—From next week, attendance figures
will appear here, so please watch this space
for more information!)

Whilst we will be encouraging them to take care of all
their belongings, we want to make sure that any lost items
are able to be returned to them safely too.
Please, therefore, remember to NAME EVERYTHING so we
are able to return items promptly to their rightful owner!
Thank you

Big PE Days
Please send your child to school in an outdoor PE kit and sports shoes on the following days this
half term so they are all prepared to enjoy a full afternoon of fun and fitness!
Monday - F2
Wednesday - Y1
Thursday - Y2

Welcome back to school and nursery, and to the first newsletter of the new academic year!
Whilst I know that children/parents/carers/staff alike were all more than ready for the summer holiday this year, we could not wait
to welcome the children and families back into school and nursery again last week. It has been so lovely to see how well (and how
quickly!) the children have settled into their new classrooms. They are all incredible young people who take everything in their
stride and adapt so brilliantly to change, and it has been wonderful to visit classes over the last few days to see how happy and
settled they are already as they learn in their new year groups. A big thank you to parents/carers, and to staff too, for all your hard
work to make this transition as smooth as possible for our young learners.
A warm welcome also goes out to new families that are joining us as their child starts F2/nursery. Our new F2 starters are having a
lovely time and are already familiar with many of the routines in school - they really are doing so well and are having a super time
making new friends! We very much look forward to working with you over the next few years of your child's education, and thank
you again for choosing us.
As information coming into schools often changes at a pace, we send this weekly newsletter out each Monday in term time to keep
our families as up to date as possible with news and information relevant to the children in our school/nursery. Please find a few
'start of term' updates below, but do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff should you want to find out any more, or have any
questions.

Keeping Children Safe in the Sun


Please apply high factor sunscreen/sunblock before school as hot temperatures are forecast this week. Children can also
bring a named bottle of sunscreen into school for their own personal use throughout the day (please inform staff if your
child has a bottle of sunscreen at school/in their bag).



Bring a wide brimmed hat for your child to wear (please put your child’s name in their hat too!)



Provide a bottle of fresh water for your child to drink at school each day



Dress your child in clothes that cover and protect the skin

Progress with Sheffield City Council's school pedestrian crossing scheme
We have been informed that there is a slight delay to the construction of this due to shortage of supplies and design
considerations for the planned location on Station Road (a temporary flashing 20mph speed limit school sign has been installed),
but the start date for the scheme is expected to be this month. The council are planning to install the pedestrian crossing by
October half term and, with the works taking place during term time, the contractors completing the works have confirmed that
the work will be carried out sensitively due to the presence of school children.

INSET/school closure days for this academic year
Below is confirmation of our school closure days for next year. Please note the additional date of 6th June. This is an extra day the
government has given to schools to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. At the moment, this date has been set by individual
schools (and therefore dates may differ between schools), however, if the advice on this changes from the government, we will let
you know!

22nd Oct 2021

4th Jan 2022

27th May 2022

6th June 2022

21st Feb 2022

COVID 19 update—Step 4 of the Roadmap and what this means for schools
People who are double jabbed or aged under 18 no longer need legally to self-isolate if identified as a close contact of a positive
Covid-19 case, unless they too develop symptoms or test positive for the virus. The changes form part of the Government’s Step 4
of the Covid-19 Roadmap. Instead, the above groups will be advised by NHS Test and Trace to take a PCR test as soon as possible
to check if they have the virus and to check for variants of concern.
People can order a PCR home test online or by calling 119 or going to a test site.
Groups who are still required to self-isolate, should they be identified as a close contact of a positive Covid-19 case, are:


those who have not received their Covid-19 vaccination



those who have not received both doses of their Covid-19 vaccination



those who have received their second dose within the last 14 days



those who have tested positive after a PCR test



those who are displaying Covd-19 symptoms, even if they have had both vaccinations (ahead of getting a PCR test).

Anyone who does test positive following the PCR test will still be legally required to self-isolate, irrespective of their vaccination
status or age in order to break onwards chains of transmission. Similarly, anyone who develops Covid-19 symptoms should still
self-isolate and get a PCR test and remain in isolation until the result comes back (therefore, schools still need to monitor children
and will contact parents/carers if their child displays symptoms at school as they will need to be collected in line with government
guidance).
NHS Test and Trace will now be leading on contact tracing advice for parents/carers instead of schools, and we will no longer be
asked to send letters out to the school community if there is a positive case in school. If a child or young person is identified as a
close contact of a positive case, the child and their parents or guardians will be given specific advice by Test and Trace (unless
there is an outbreak in school where advice may also be shared by the Sheffield Public Health team).
Alongside PCR testing for anyone with symptoms or who is a close contact, people are being encouraged by the government to
take up their offer of free, twice weekly rapid testing to find additional cases among people who do not have symptoms.

What to do if you have Covid-19 signs or symptoms?
If you are showing any of the following symptoms of Covid-19, however mild, self-isolate and get tested as soon as possible:


A high temperature



A new, continuous cough



A loss or change to your sense of smell or test

Where is our local test site?
People can order a PCR home test online or by calling 119 or going to a test site. Our local test site is located at Halfway Park and
Ride (pedestrian and drive through appointments available) which is open 7 days a week 9am to 3pm.

Other useful information from the current government guidance for schools









The revised DfE guidance for schools/early years settings removes the need for staggered start/end times as there is no
requirement to keep children and young people in consistent groups (‘bubbles’) to reduce mixing. Although ‘bubbles’ are no
longer necessary, schools should continue using some protective measures in the Autumn Term (such as ensuring good
hygiene/regular handwashing, maintaining enhanced cleaning, keeping spaces well ventilated and following Public Health
advice in the event of an outbreak etc.)
Due to the above changes to guidance, our one way system on the yard is no longer needed. Please use either gate to access/
exit our playground at school drop off/home time to ease congestion, and only arrive a few minutes ahead of time.
All schools need a risk assessment and a COVID outbreak management plan and will continue to work with local health teams
to continue to protect the school community. Local Directors of Public Health may advise a school to reintroduce some control
measures in the event of an outbreak.
School attendance is mandatory. Whilst face to face education and school attendance are priorities for the government,
schools should maintain their capacity to deliver high quality remote education in case it is needed.
Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils or staff in classrooms or in communal areas, but DfE recommends they are worn
in enclosed or crowded spaces where people come into contact with others that they do not normally meet (such as public
transport, etc.). We will support anyone who wishes to wear a face covering on our school site/premises as we respect their
personal choice. Please note, although DfE are not advising face coverings at the moment in schools, this advice may change in
the event of an outbreak. Also, we may make an internal decision as an individual school to encourage visitors/parents who
are not exempt to wear a face covering when entering a school building.
NB - If you wish to read the up to date DfE guidance for parents/carers, please see - https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronaviruscovid-19-outbreak/step-4-update-what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges

Information for schools and parents about international travel
As part of a safe and cautious reopening to international travel, the UK government’s travel lists have been updated. The government
has reminded us of the following 

international travel to and from the UK has changed – everyone will need to meet a number of new requirements so we can all
travel safely and securely



before considering any international journey, the government advice asks parents/carers to think carefully about the risks to
them, their family, and their community, as well as the impact on their child’s education



to prevent new COVID-19 variants from entering the UK, parents and families should not travel to red list countries



Everyone who enters England having visited or transited through a red list country in the ten days before arriving in England
must quarantine in a managed quarantine hotel. If parents are concerned about their ability to pay for managed quarantine,
they may be offered a deferred payment plan and should call the Corporate Travel Management (CTM) helpline on +44 (0)20
7429 9983.

And finally, thank you to the team at Morrisons!
Today, our Morrisons Community Champion dropped off a lovely bag of goodies for the staff to say welcome back to school (...our tea,
coffee and biscuits really are appreciated—thank you Morrisons!).
More information to come from the team at our local Morrisons store about the ‘It’s Good to Grow’ gardening scheme which starts
today and runs until 24th October.

On behalf of the team at school, a very warm welcome back to Halfway Nursery Infant School.
We very much look forward to working with you and your children this academic year.
Kindest regards,
Paula Bestall
Headteacher

