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School Update 11th January 2021
During this new period of national lockdown, primary schools remain open to vulnerable children and the children of critical
workers only. Children are eligible to attend school if:
• at least one parent or carer is a critical worker and they can not keep their child at home. Critical workers are those whose
work is critical to the coronavirus (COVID- 19) and EU transition response;
• they meet the definition for ‘vulnerable children’.
Schools are not able to allow other pupils to attend at this time to help minimise contacts between people. If your child is not in
one of these groups he/she will receive remote education. The education of children both at home and school are equally as
important to us, and the work set for each year group will be the same for both. It will also be planned, shared and monitored
by one of our class teachers.

Attendance
Schools will continue to record attendance for vulnerable learners and children of key workers who are attending during the
national lockdown. If your child does not need a session you have booked as you are able to care for them at home, or if they
are ill etc., please let us know. If your child is unable to attend they will also be able to access remote learning.
Please also ensure that they do not attend if they • have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves;
• live with someone who has symptoms/is awaiting a test/result or has tested positive;
• are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) and are requested to self isolate by NHS Test and Trace or the
Public Health England (PHE) advice service.
If your child is eligible to attend school but is unable to do so for one of the above reasons, please inform us ASAP by emailing
our enquiries inbox preferably, or leaving a message before the school day on our phone system. In addition, if your child is
learning remotely at home but is unable to do so through illness, could you also ensure you inform us please, including whether the illness is Covid related. We are required to provide the above information daily to the Department for Education.
Important information —If children are clinically extremely vulnerable/shielding they are currently advised not to attend school.

Critical worker children
In line with government guidance, we have asked you to contact us if you are a critical worker and your child needs to attend,
and also to provide us with recent evidence from your employer of your critical worker role e.g. ID badge or a pay slip etc.
Please note that the government guidance has been updated—although schools will be able to offer critical worker places to
support the response to Covid-19, the guidance now emphasises that critical workers should keep children at home if they can—
”Children with at least one parent or carer who is a critical worker can go to school or college if required, but parents and carers
should keep their children at home if they can.” We will continue to offer school provision where we are able to do so as understand this may be needed to enable you to continue to attend work, although also urge our critical worker parents/carers to only
use a school place if/when it is necessary for them to do so.
Full guidance is available at https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/951035/210108_Parents_Guidance_vF.pdf

Vulnerable children
Vulnerable children with an EHCP/who are being supported by Social Care etc. are allocated a full time place, in line with guidance. If your child is in this group and is not attending, please contact us so we are able to record the reason for the absence.
We will continue to work with local partners to discuss any concerns and support your child to attend if that is appropriate.
If you have enquired about whether your child would be eligible to attend under the 'otherwise vulnerable' criteria, we appreciate your patience as we may need to work with the Local Authority and/or other agencies. We are also awaiting local guidance
regarding whether schools may need to limit numbers or consider additional criteria, partly because demand for school places is
significantly higher this lockdown compared to the Summer Term and also as safety is of paramount importance.
We will answer any enquiry as quickly as we are able to but, as you are already aware, it takes time for schools to receive any
additional information and guidance (generally, we hear information at the same time that you do!). Thank you all for your understanding and support at this time.

Safety in school—what does this look like?
Whilst it is not possible to remove risks completely, nurseries and schools are following measures from the government guidance
to reduce health risks and keep children as safe as possible. This involves many measures for schools, including to •
manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in our setting in line with current public health guidance - this
means your child may be asked to self-isolate for 10 days from the day after close contact with an individual who tests
positive (based on advice from the PHE advice service or local health protection teams;
•
ensure that everyone cleans their hands more often than usual, including when they arrive, when they return from
breaks, and before and after eating (for 20 seconds with soap and running water);


promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach, to ensure good respiratory hygiene;



enhance cleaning and ventilation, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces more often, and also of resources
(the children also have their own packs of frequently used items, and any resources that need to be used by a
different group are cleaned thoroughly in between use or stored for 72 hours before being shared. This is also why
we ask that children do not use the play equipment on the yard before/after school —the virus is easily spread
through touching surfaces and therefore this is to keep your children, and other children, safe)



minimise contact between groups of children where we can and keep children within specified separate groups



maintain distance between individuals where we can (although the government recognises that younger children
may not be able to maintain social distancing— therefore, the emphasis is on separating groups).

Actions you can take to help us
1.

If your child is eligible to attend, you should not send him/her if they are :
•

showing coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms;

•

someone in the household is showing symptoms;

•

your child/someone in the household has tested positive for Covid-19 or is due to be tested/awaiting a test result.

2.
Arrange a test if you or your child develop symptoms and inform us of the results. If the test tests positive, follow guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection, and engage with the NHS Test and Trace.
3.

Your child does not need a test if he/she:
•

is feeling unwell, has a runny nose etc. but no temperature, cough or loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste

•
is advised to self-isolate having been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus
(COVID-19) - for example, another pupil in their class - unless they are showing symptoms themselves
Although they do not need a test if they are not displaying any of the key symptoms, please keep your children at home if
they are showing any signs that they may be unwell. This is to help us to protect our school community at this time.

Superkids Wraparound Childcare
Extended services can continue to operate for children who are currently eligible to attend school. Therefore, our Breakfast and
Superkids After School Club will continue to run for these groups and we hope this will help support you.

Free School Meals
During the national lockdown, schools will continue to provide meal options for pupils who are at school. These are available
free of charge to all infant pupils, and pupils who are eligible for benefits-related free school meals who are in school.
Schools should also continue to provide free school meal support or food parcels for pupils who are eligible for benefits related
free school meals who are not attending school. Sheffield City Council is currently arranging a local solution for this which will be
shared with you when arrangements have been finalised but, in the meantime, grab bag packed lunches are still available for
children eligible for income based Free School Meals each day. Please ring the school office on 2482360 by 10:30am to order.

Remote learning
A huge thank you to parents/carers who are supporting children at home who are learning remotely - we know this is not easy,
so please, please be kind to yourselves! We also know that many of you are working remotely and really do appreciate the importance of the work parents/carers do who are not currently eligible for a school place at this time. You are all doing a great
job. Thank you!
To try and support you to manage the demands of your own work, in addition to your child’s school learning, remote learning is
uploaded for you to access at your convenience so you can schedule this around your own working commitments. Rather than
live lessons, we pre-record the sessions that are uploaded on Tapestry so you can access these at any time (rather than needing
to log on at a specific time each day). We hope this helps to support you. From the feedback we have had, remote learning is
going well so far and it has been so lovely to monitor all the super learning you have uploaded from home for teachers to provide feedback on before/after teaching the children in school. We appreciate that a few of the portals are experiencing some
minor technical difficulties, such as slow responses on Tapestry. This may be due to technical errors (I can imagine there is suddenly a number of people accessing them during the school day!). These issues are not school based and are being addressed,
and we hope they should be quickly resolved. In the meantime, children are able to access the work on Tapestry at any time, or
even complete today’s work tomorrow when there may be fewer people using the system simultaneously.
Teachers will continue to keep in touch with each family at home via Tapestry or telephone to offer our support and to help you
with any queries regarding home learning.

Online safety
Although we try to limit screen time in our remote learning activities, children may be spending more time online in lockdown.
It is important to have regular conversations about staying safe online and to encourage children to speak to you if they come
across something worrying online.


The ‘Support to stay safe online’ resources provide guidance to help parents and carers to keep children safe online https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/advice-centre/parents-and-carers. Advice is offered, amongst other things, on how best
to talk to your child about a range of online safety issues, set up home filtering in a child-friendly way and set up ageappropriate parental controls on digital devices.



Bernados also has useful tips for parents/carers on how to keep your children safe online too if you would like further
information—https://www.barnardos.org.uk/blog/tips-to-keep-your-child-safe-online

Assessments in primary schools
Statutory key stage 1 tests planned for summer 2021 have been cancelled nationally. This is due to the further disruption caused
by restrictions to school attendance. Schools will continue to use assessment to inform teaching, including when schools are
able to open again to all children so we can give you information about your child’s attainment in his/her annual report and really celebrate their learning and progress. Children— I hope you know that we are so proud of you! Keep being little superstars at
home too and don’t forget to share your learning with us back in school if you are working at home at the moment.

Mental health and wellbeing
PE Challenge 1!
This is the first fortnightly PE challenge for the children—to have fun as they get fit! Here is the challenge :


How many star jumps can you do in 30 seconds?



How many star jumps can you do in 1 minute?



Keep repeating the challenge - can you then beat your best score?

Some children and young people may be experiencing feelings such as anxiety, stress or low mood as a result of the coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak and the recent change in circumstances.
We will continue to offer pastoral support to pupils both working remotely and in school. If you have any concerns, please contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance or a member of our Inclusion Team—Jo Lomas has just returned from Maternity Leave and will be in school on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
There are also online resources available to help you and your child with mental health and wellbeing, including:


MindEd, a free educational resource from Health Education England on children and young people’s mental health;



Every Mind Matters, which includes an online tool and email journey to support everyone to feel more confident in
taking action to look after their mental health and wellbeing.

Public Health England's advice and guidance for parents and professionals on supporting children’s and young people's mental
health and wellbeing includes key actions you can take to support your child, such as advising on safe ways to connect with
friends. It also emphasises the importance of children continuing to remain fit and active and, wherever possible, having the 60
minutes of daily physical activity recommended by the Chief Medical Officers. Our sports coach, Rich, will be leading weekly
sessions for the children that we will share with you which we hope will help with this, in addition to Miss Maloney’s fortnightly
newsletter challenge (….and not forgetting Joe Wicks!).
Where further support is required, NHS mental health services remain open, and they have digital tools to enable them to
connect with people and provide support. Your GP is a great source of support for both children and parents/carers too.
Barnardo’s See, Hear, Respond service also provides support to children, young people and their families who aren’t currently
seeing a social worker or other agency, and who may be struggling to cope with the emotional impacts of Coronavirus. You can
access via the ‘See, Hear, Respond’ service self-referral webpage or Freephone 0800 151 7015.

What if I have a safeguarding concern about a child?
It is vital to report any safeguarding concerns you have about any child or young person to the Sheffield Safeguarding Hub on
0114 273 4855, 8.45am to 5.15pm (Monday to Thursday) and 8.45am to 4.45pm on Fridays (at all other times, including Bank
Holidays, calls will be responded to by the Emergency Duty Service). You can also contact one of our safeguarding team in school
hours—Mrs Bestall, Miss Hughes or Mrs Lomas - if you cannot contact us at school in person, you must report your concern to
the Safeguarding Hub directly to ensure your concern is passed on to help protect children from the risk of harm.

The Sheffield Safeguarding Hub - 0114 273 4855

If a child or young person is in immediate danger, contact the police on 999.
As ever, our staff team are here to help you if we can, whether your child is in school or is learning at home with you. Please do
not hesitate to give us a call (...if we can’t help then we may be able to put you in touch with someone who can!)
Stay safe, take care and thank you for all your messages of support.
Kindest regards,

Paula Bestall
Headteacher

