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What’s
Happening this
Week?

And Next
Week ?

Friday 28th May is the
last school day before
the Spring Bank holiday.
School re-opens on
Monday 7th June.

Some Key Dates

Attendance for the week ending 14th May
2021

Class

Attendance (%)

Enormous Crocodiles

93.1

Crafty Chameleons

99.2

Rainbow Fish

98.8

Hungry Caterpillars

92.1

Gruffalos

94.5

Elmers

92.7

Wednesday 19th May

Y1 Big PE Day

Wednesday 19th May

F2 (Reception) Vision
Screening taking place in
school

Thursday 20th May

Y2 Big PE Day

Overall attendance for the week was 95.1%

Ordering School Uniform
If you need to order items of school uniform for your child, we recommend that you do
so now, in order to ensure that you receive these in good time.
You can find information on suppliers of our school uniform at
https://www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org/useful-information

Please nominate us so we have the chance to win £5000 of reading books!

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools?utm_source=nbt&utm_medium=email&utm_content=schools-prizeteachers&utm_campaign=20210506_schools

Spring Bank Holiday Food Vouchers
Sheffield City Council made a commitment to support families over the school holidays with food during the Covid-19 pandemic.
It plans to provide food vouchers for 31,500 children and young people eligible for ‘benefits based’ free school meals across the
city for the one-week Spring Bank Holiday (w/c 31st May). The scheme has also been extended to include children accessing
MAST, Social Care and income assessed Early Years Support.
Every eligible child and young person will receive a £15 voucher to cover food for the one-week holiday period. Families with more
than one eligible child will receive a total of £15 per child.
The Council has chosen to use Edenred as the supplier of the vouchers again as schools and parent/carers are familiar with the two
step process involved in downloading the vouchers. The aim is to have the voucher letters sent out to parents by first class

post w/c Monday 17th May. (NB - any child/young person that becomes eligible for FSM between 17th May and
4th June will be sent a voucher letter the week after the Spring Bank holiday).
The letter will include the website link for Edenred and clear instructions on how to download the voucher (you can
view a 'how to' video on Youtube - https://youtu.be/-vrJxjFDBjk). Parents and carers can get in touch with school before we
break up for the holiday if they need help with downloading or printing their vouchers.
Please note codes need to be activated within 3 months or they will expire. Once the voucher has been claimed on the Edenred

website the voucher will be valid for 12 months.

Where can families get further help?
The FSM Voucher helpline will be available on 0114 2734567, option 4, option 3, and can offer help to parents
experiencing difficulties with their e-Codes or with general FSM enquiries.

Covid-19 update - Step 3 of the roadmap from today
The government has confirmed that Step 3 of the Roadmap will go ahead from today - 17th May - although the Prime Minister
continues to urge caution as outbreaks connected to the variant of Covid could delay the next stage of easing restrictions.

How are we continuing to keep children and staff as safe as we can in schools?
Whilst some restrictions may have changed today nationally, the Sheffield City Council Covid-19 risk assessment for schools has not
yet changed for schools, and, therefore, we will continue with the measures and procedures currently in place until this has been
reviewed and updated to reflect the new guidance and local position.
The national guidance on face coverings in classrooms has also changed today, although the updated DfE guidance also states that
local Directors of Public Health can advise on any reintroduction of face coverings for a temporary period in response to localised
outbreaks. Greg Fell, the Director of Public Health for Sheffield, wants to be as assured as possible that the city is in a good position as we approach the summer holidays and that we continue to do all that we can to reduce the risk of COVID-19 transmission
in educational settings, and therefore supports schools who want staff to continue to wear face coverings in classrooms. Face coverings will also continue to be worn by staff and visitors in situations outside of classrooms where social distancing is not possible
at this present time (for example, when moving around in corridors and in communal areas. In our school, we also include the yard
at drop off and collection times due to the number of people and narrow pathways at the entrance/exit to school. If you are not
exempt from wearing a face covering, we request you continue to wear one on the school grounds for the safety of our community).

Why?
The Yorkshire and Humber region largely went into lockdown as the B.1.1.7 (Kent) variant became dominant. This means that
across our communities this variant is now most common and is more transmissible. As the restrictions are slowly eased we need
to be as cautious as possible to ensure that community transmission remains low. The continued use of face coverings will support
our approach in doing this.

Informing Schools of a positive case out of core opening hours, over the weekend and during school
holidays etc.
A reminder please to email us on enquiries@halfway-inf.sheffield.sch.uk out of school hours to confirm if your child has received a
positive Covid-19 test result. Please do not wait until the next working day/for the school office to open to inform us as it is
important that contact tracing and isolation takes place as soon as possible.

Letter to Parents/Carers re Covid-19 Testing
Attached is a letter from Greg Fell (Director of Public Health) to help clarify the difference between LFD and PCR tests and how they
should be used. It also explains the importance of individuals receiving the Covid-19 vaccine when they are eligible to have it.

What to do if you or someone in your household has signs or symptoms of Covid-19
If you, your child or someone in your household is showing any of the following symptoms of Covid-19, however mild, you must
self-isolate and book a PCR test for the symptomatic person at a testing site as soon as you can:


A high temperature;



A new, continuous cough;



A loss or change to sense of smell or taste.

You should only book a test for someone if they have displayed symptoms of Covid-19. Tests must be pre-booked and can only be
booked via the national NHS portal online nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119.

There are now testing centres in Sheffield at the following locations:


Local Testing Sites at Sharrow, Darnall, Burngreave and Upperthorpe



Regional Testing Site at Meadowhall



Mobile Testing Site at Remington Road and also at Halfway Park and Ride

Polite reminders to help our school community
Children must not come to school if they have displayed symptoms (until they have received a negative PCR test) or if someone
else in the household is symptomatic/is awaiting test results/has received a positive test result etc.
If your child has been identified as a contact of someone who has now tested positive and, therefore, has been instructed to
isolate at home they must not enter the school site.
If you have a child in our school who needs to isolate, remember that home learning is available via your Tapestry account. If you
are unable to access this due to a lack of devices at home please inform us asap! Food boxes are also available for children who
are eligible for Free School Meals and who need to isolate at home.
Please remember - you are not alone! Whether you need help with finances due to the impact of the pandemic, help with
medication due to isolation, bereavement support, or if you need support with food or housing for your family etc. there are
services out there that can help you.
Please go to https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/your-city-council/coronavirus-hub/support-for-people or come and speak to
someone in school. We really do want to help and will do so wherever we can.

Online safety advice
With screen time increasing in the pandemic, we wanted to take this opportunity to share a little online safety advice.
The internet is a fantastic resource which holds a wealth of information for our children to explore. It is a key learning and
communication tool and, when used appropriately, allows opportunities for our children to link with the wider world and
experience new and wonderful things. However, some people unfortunately misuse the internet in order to cause harm to others,
including to groom or sexually exploit children. As a school community, we, therefore, need to work together to monitor our
children’s use of the internet and put safeguarding measures in place to keep them safe from risks online.


Make sure your child’s screen time is balanced - When it comes to screen time, quality is more important than quantity.
It’s important to balance screen time with exercise and other activities.



Put screens to bed before going to sleep/’Digital sunsets’ - Spending all day learning in front of a screen can affect sleep
patterns as devices give off a blue light that can disrupt the body’s natural rhythms. Limit use and turn off all devices at
least an hour before bedtime.



Be clear about what information should and shouldn’t be shared - Make sure your children do not contact strangers and
that they know not to share personal information with others such as their name, school, address etc.



Be a trusted adult - As well as learning how to keep your children safe by blocking and reporting inappropriate content,
children need to know that they can come to you if they have a problem. If they do share a problem with you, listen and
make sure you know who else you can turn to if you need extra help (see the links overleaf).



It is good to talk - As well as monitoring their use of devices and online activity, talk to your child about this and open up a
conversation. Start with open-ended questions, like “How do you feel about...?” Some people also find having ‘sideways
conversations’ easier - start a chat while you’re in the car, or going for a walk together as this can be less stressful.

We know it can be hard to know how to talk to your child about online safety, but the NSPCC website has some great resources
and advice available to help you too - from topics such as setting up parental controls to advice on sexting, online games and video
apps. They can help you to understand the risks and keep your child safe. Useful links on the next page!

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/4_7/ - resources for parents and for children
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Concerned-about-your-child/Online-contact-and-staying-safe/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/ - Report online abuse and get support and advice

Reporting an online safety concern
We know that parents/carers do a super job at monitoring the children's use of the internet at home and setting up security/
parental controls on devices to safeguard their children, but if you have any concerns relating to online to grooming or sexual
exploitation please report them to the Child Exploitation and Online Protection command (CEOP). CEOP is a command of the National Crime Agency and can investigate what is happening, with the assurance that the safety and wellbeing of your child is
paramount at all times.
It is not always easy to spot the signs of online grooming and sexual exploitation. Therefore, if you have any concerns about someone your child is in contact with report this and get advice at https://www.ceop.police.uk/ceop-reporting/
If you are concerned that your child is in immediate danger, call 999.
If you're worried about something a child or young person may have experienced online you can also contact the NSPCC helpline
for free support and advice on 0808 800 5000. As ever, if you have any questions or worries about online safety, please feel free to
come and chat with me, as we are here to help too.

Nursery News
If you have not already done so, please remember to make a booking for the parent/carer phone call consultation.
When you then receive the phone call at this time it may be from a withheld number so please do answer, it’s not a scam
call! We look forward to sharing how your child has settled in and talking about the lovely learning and progress they are
making.

Please take care of yourselves and one another, and remember to speak to a member of staff if we can help with anything.

Kindest regards,
Paula Bestall

