
 

Weekly Family Newsletter 

Monday 5th December 2022 
www.halfwaynurseryinfantschool.org 

Whole school attendance  = 85.1% 

 

Some dates for the diary  

4pm—5pm and 5pm-6pm: Monday 5th December—EYFS Christmas 

Discos (more information in this newsletter) 

4pm—5pm and 5pm to 6pm: Tuesday 6th December—Y1/Y2  

Christmas Discos (more information in this newsletter) 

Thursday 8th December—Save The Children Official Christmas Jumper 

Day 

Friday 9th December—Santa under the tree 

 

 

The full list of Christmas dates is attached to this  

newsletter 

 

Nursery News 
 

Christmas Performance - Here we go round the Christmas Tree 

Children can wear Christmas jumpers on this day. 

We shall be selling gingerbread and a juice for 50p at the performance. 

 
 

Attendance for the week ending 2nd December 2022: 

Class Attendance (%) 

Miss Clewes 88.8 

Mrs Hibberd  97.1 

Miss Dale 91.9 

Mr Folmer 72.3 

Mrs Stanton/ 

Mrs Hipkin 

82.3 

Mrs Timmons 81.2 

If your child is unable to attend school for 

any reason, please ring as early as possible 

on 0114 248 2360.  Choose Option 2. 
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Thank you to everyone who came to our Christmas Fayre on Friday.  The children had a brilliant time and it was a lovely way to start 

off all our Christmas activities.  A particular thank you to the parents who volunteered their time before the day to prepare for the 

event, and during the day to help run the stalls.  

Christmas - reminders 

Hampers 

Thank you for the donations for our colour-themed hampers.  They have been made up, and look fabulous!  Father Christmas will 
draw the winning tickets on Friday 9th December.  Look out for more opportunities to buy tickets in the playground. 

Disco tickets  

Your child should have been sent home with a ticket for the discos this week.  On the evening, your child needs to be 
brought to the main entrance with their ticket, where they will be signed in.  

At the end of the disco, in order to make collection as easy as possible, children are to be collected from the following 
doors: 

Monday 5th December: 4pm - 5pm and 5pm - 6pm 

Nursery children - blue back door 

F2 children - Y2 Crafty Chameleons door (opposite the MUGA). 

Tuesday 6th December: 4pm - 5pm and 5pm - 6pm 

Year 1 children - blue back door 

Year 2 children - Y2 Crafty Chameleons door (opposite the MUGA). 

Children will only be allowed to leave with the named adult. You informed us who will be collecting your child when you 
booked your child’s ticket.  If this has changed, please inform the School Office. 

 All children will get a drink and some sweets during the disco and do not need to bring any money with them.  

Christmas Performances 

Our Christmas performances start this week and everyone should have received their tickets for these.  Please keep these 
tickets safe as they must be brought back with you for your child’s performance.  Please remember, every person  
attending will need a ticket—this includes babies and other children. This is due to hall capacity limitations. 

For those attending Nursery’s ‘Here we go round the Christmas tree’, please come to the Nursery entrance.  For the F2, 
Y1 and Y2 performances, please use the Station Road gate and come to the blue back door, where a member of staff will 
let you in once the children are ready.  

During the performances you are allowed to take pictures and videos of your child.  However, not all our children have 
permission to appear on social media and, therefore, we ask that you do NOT post or share images or videos of another 
child without their parent’s permission.  There will be an opportunity at the end of the performance for you to take a 
picture of your child.  

Christmas Dinner Day - Wednesday 7th December 

On Wednesday we will be having our Christmas dinner (menu attached).  There are no other lunch options on this day. 
The children are invited to wear Christmas jumpers to school on this day if they so wish. 



 

 
 

Save the Children – Official Christmas Jumper Day – Thursday 8th December 

On Thursday 8th December millions of people up and down the country will come together to ‘make the world better 
with a sweater’.  This year will be TWICE as good as before.  Every time you donate £2, the UK government has promised 
to give £2 to Save the Children. Therefore, we are inviting children to come to school in a Christmas jumper and donate 
£2 if they can for this charity.  

Carols at Crystal Peaks – Thursday 8th December – 6pm 

On Thursday, our school choir will join other choirs from across our Family of Schools to come together to sing a selection 
of Christmas carols at Crystal Peaks.  We will be singing outside the entrance to Bon Marche from 6pm.  Why not come 
and listen to the carols if you are shopping that evening!  

Santa under the tree - Friday 9th December 

On Friday, Santa will be paying our school a special visit.  All children in school will have the opportunity to visit him 
throughout the day.  Each child will receive a small gift and photograph of them with Santa Claus (this will be sent home 
the following week).  Children are welcome to wear Christmas jumpers on this day if they wish to. 
 

Parents’ Group (HIP Group) News 

Over the weekend the HIP group received an extremely generous donation of £1,000 from Westfield Big Local - which donates to the 

local community and schools.  It has donated over £1 million to date. 

Have a look at the Westfield Big Local Facebook page for information on family and youth programmes, crafting events , holidays 

clubs, day trips, fundraising, food banks and much more (https://www.facebook.com/westfieldcommunityvoice/). 

 

A huge thank you to all the volunteers who helped at the Winter Fayre last week: Michelle Hinson, Natalie Gervis, Sharon Rawlins, 

Ginny Hughes, Margaret Bramall, Amanda Devine, Andrea Bunn and her husband Andy, Kate Scott and her mum Debbie Wright, 

Becky Parkinson, Laura Dolan, Lily Fusea, Helen Mackie, Jade Finley-Rookee, Evie Harmen–Thomas, Franky Mitcham, Sarah  

McCarthy and Sally Turner-Clarke.  Also a massive thank you to Abi Topalli and her husband Paulin Topalli for making the amazing 

wooden games. 

 

 
 



 
 

 
Sheffield Parent Hub, What’s On Guide 

 
Parents and carers can access a range of groups that offer practical advice and support with parenting.  Everyone has busy lives and 
we are all different, so there are different types of groups you can access depending on your needs, and at times to suit you. 
You can access the what’s on guide at https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/social-care/positive-parenting. 

 

Free Food Supplement Vouchers For Christmas Holidays 

 

A £30 food supplement voucher will be sent to the following groups to help over the Christmas holidays: 

 Families who claim income-based Free School Meals (FSM) 

 Families who get income-assessed Early Years Support (2–4-Year-Olds) 

 Young people leaving their care setting (Care Leavers). 

Sheffield City Council has chosen to continue to use Edenred as the supplier of the vouchers as schools and parent/carers are familiar 

with the two-step process involved in downloading the vouchers. 

The voucher letters should arrive with parents by w/c Monday 5 December.  The letter will include the website link for Edenred and 

clear instructions on how to download the voucher.  Please contact the school in the first instance if you need help with downloading 

or printing the vouchers.  The letter will provide the contact details for Edenred. 

Parents/carers will need to go to the following website to redeem their vouchers - www.selectyourcompliment.co.uk/grocery 

Having done so, you should enter your unique 16-digit e-Code and select your chosen supermarket.  Edenred gives a choice of 10 su-

permarkets: Aldi, Tesco, Asda, Sainsbury’s, Waitrose, M&S, McColl’s, Company Shop, Iceland and Farmfoods. 

Parents/carers can download vouchers for more than one supermarket. For example, £15 for Aldi and £15 for Asda. 

The downloaded E-Gift Card/Voucher will arrive by email within 24 hours.  If you cannot find this, you should check your Junk/Spam 

folder. 

Please note that codes need to be activated within 3 months or they will be cancelled.  Once the voucher on the Edenred website has 

been claimed, it will be valid for 12 months. 

The Council has again produced a short ‘How to...’ video for parents at https://youtu.be/RFS6R_s7ngQ 

 

Where can families get further help? 

The FSM voucher helpline will be available on 0114 2734567, option 4, option 3, and can offer help to parents experiencing difficulties 

with their e-Codes or with general FSM enquiries. 

Parents/carers can also contact Edenred directly with an enquiry about an eCode or voucher at freeschoolmealsparentscar-

ers@edenred.com or telephone 0333 400 5932. 

If any parents are facing financial hardship, there is free advice and support available at www.citizensadvicesheffield.org.uk or they 

can call on 0808 278 7820 or find further information at: https://www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/benefits/help-money-issues  

Additional support can also be found via Sheffield City Council’s Community Support Helpline on 0114 273 4567 or at: 

www.sheffield.gov.uk/home/benefits/help-money-issues 



 

 

COVID-19 – Reminders  

 

Can I access the school site if I have tested positive for COVID-19? 

We kindly ask that anyone who has tested positive for COVID-19 does not come onto school site, so that we avoid the spreading of 

the virus to other pupils, families and staff.  Should this pose difficulties for you with dropping off and collecting your child from 

school, then please contact the school office.  

The guidance below is taken from the government’s website and can be found in full at https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-

symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19 

 

When children and young people with symptoms should stay at home and when they can return to education - Children and young 

people with mild symptoms such as a runny nose, sore throat, or slight cough, who are otherwise well, can continue to attend their 

education setting. 

Children and young people who are unwell and have a high temperature should, where they can, stay at home and avoid contact with 

other people.  They can go back to school, college or childcare, and resume normal activities when they no longer have a high  

temperature, and they are well enough to attend. 

All children and young people with respiratory symptoms should be encouraged to cover their mouth and nose with a disposable  

tissue when coughing and/or sneezing and to wash their hands after using or disposing of tissues. 

If a child or young person has a positive COVID-19 test result they should, if they can, try to stay at home and avoid contact with other 

people for 3 days after the day they took the test.  After 3 days, if they feel well and do not have a high temperature, the risk of  

passing the infection on to others is much lower.  This is because children and young people tend to be infectious to other people for 

less time than adults.  Children and young people who usually go to school, college or childcare and who live with someone who has a 

positive COVID-19 test result should continue to attend as normal.  

 

NHS website updates 

The NHS website has also been updated to reflect common COVID-19 symptoms and advice on what to do if your child is unwell.  The 

link can be found at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/?utm_source=07%

20April%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/people-with-symptoms-of-a-respiratory-infection-including-covid-19
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